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| UPWARD STEPS IN
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\ CENTURY
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Address of Mrs. Abigail Scott Duniway Read by Mrs.
W. P. Olds Before Woman’s Suffrage Association.

being unable to attend the an-
nual meeting of the Natlonall
Woman Buffrage Assoclatlon. now as- |
sembled at tie Lyrie Theater, in Baltl- +
more, zent her address to Mrs. W. P, |
Olde, of this clty, also a delegate, with |
invitation to represent her at the con- |
vention. The address is entitled "Up- |
ward Steps In a Third of Century,” and |
15 as follows:
Madum President, Members of the [
Convention, Ladles and Gentlemen: |
The State of Cregon Is glad to h'l'|ll2.'-'
tn you the greetings of her progreszsive
citizens from every part of her broad
domaln, which reachez from the tree-
clad summits of her migiity mountaln
ranges to the embroldered edges of her
sundown seas,

Although she iz as vet an infant state
as corupnted with Maryland, New York
or Massachusetts, Oregon today stands
pre-eminent before the world in the
array of her equal suffrage forces as
the only" state within the Unlon where
women do not possess the right of
suffrage n waoleh our movement has
any reasonable prospect of early tri-
umph.

Although Oregon today represents a
population of only-about half a million
‘mouls, scattered over an area of 92074
square miles, yet this sparce population
represents ;a taxable valuation of prop-

+ ‘erty amounting to many hundreds of mil-
llons of dollars. Her products include
every “variety of merchantable, manufac-
tured, sgricultural and mineral output
“Efiown to the temparaie zopes. - Her scen-
ery Is indescribably magnificefit, ner soit
Is exceedingly fertlle and her climate is
mild, dlversified. healthy and salubrious,
Her common schools and institutions of
Jhigher learning have already attalned re-
nown, her churches are second to none
and her moral tone is equal to the highest
average anywhere. But great as have
been - the achlevements of her people, In
tunneling the mountains, leveling the for-
ests, erecting the habitations, bullding
the bridges, draining the lowlands and
Irrigating the arld belts, all of. which
abound within the confines of her vast
emplre, greater by far are her broad-
brained, big-hearted men, who, having
represented themselves in their part of the
development of the country. are Now mov-
ing forward In a self-respecting phalanx,
determined. if not outvoted by one-ide;
objectors, 1o extend to their wives an
mothers the equal political rights and
privileges which men enjoy, and which
came to them without the asking.

Although ocpasional sertlements of white
prople began to také ront and grow In
Oregon in the early years of the 19th cen-
tury, It was not till the year 1848 that a
regular path or beaten track was made

« Across the continent by men and women
who consumed xix months or longer in
thelr bazardous march. with teams of
oxen, toward the setting sun.

Murh heavier einigration. from the alder
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states followed the carlier pathfinder= In |

the yearw 1546-8-T, hut the greatest activity
In milgration began in 1840, and wa#= In-
vreased to far greater proportions in 1551
and 32, when thousands of men. women
and children plunged bravely Into the
almost unknown wilderness, many, of
them, ulug, to die beside thelr falthful
oxen, without a glimpse of the Promised
Land, bt many more surviving to reach
the goal and begin the work which today
sees the whole of Oregon divided iInto
three prosperous and mighty states, in
une of which, the Biate of Idaho, the
men and women together already enjoy
the united and equal station, designed by
the Creator when he gave to men and
women joint dominion over all the earth
and averything vpon and within, It except
each other e

Oregon come-intn the Unlon as a terri-
torial addition 1o the vast domain of these
Unlted States, bringing with her the splirit
of llberty and justice, engendered and
cultivated by minute acquaintance with

|
|
|

the extent and magnitude of her environ-
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ments. And, let It ever be rememberd
to the credit of men, thus environed, that
Orgon was the first division of the Na-
tion's grear domain to galn for married
women, the producers of men, the right
to hold, In fee simple, by direct deed from
the United States Government, through
special act of Congress, the soll upon
which their children were born, where
they could, for the first time in the his-
tory of nations, own their own primitive
homes and protect their children from
wild beaats and wllder savages with thelr
awn rifles, when their husbands were on
duty In the chase or the fleld.

{ Sons to Cast Ballots.
Is it any wonder that sons of women

such as these are today preparing to cast
their votes for the ex 1 to  the
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daughters of such men ws tnese tue Tull
recognition of their inalienable right w
a volee In the government which they
are laxed to maimtain and to whose luws
they are held amenable?

Is it any wonder 4hat such men are say-
Ing 10 such women, “Come up higher?”
i% it any wonder that such men are saying
w0 such women, “"We, your fathers, hus-
bands, brothers and sons, will henceforth
claim no rights, emoluments or dutles for
ourselves which we are not wlilling to
share with you, at yaur gption”?

This was the almost universa) sentiment
among our volers when our greaL Na-
tlonal Amerfcan Womnn Suffrage Asso-
clation metr In Portland, In conventiun
last June. Leading women (rom every part
of the Unlon were surprised to meet this
unanimity of sentiment, and our National

ulucerd wers botu plised and amazed,
but the leaders in Oron_ who hud been
on the ground from th beginning, and rs-
pecially Its origidfal a;, devoted, and for
many years Its only sgmdard-bearer, had
no reasod 0 be amazyg for we knew the
men of Old Oregon b be an chivalrous
and patriotic as they Yere magnanimous
and_ free, -

¢ Under the pew conas
now prevals with w lirough the initia-
‘tive and relerendul umendment, the
progressive men ¢ the atate have
carried our movemdt beyond the dig-
tum of the State rcgislative Assem-
bly out ints the. alrammeled Areny
of the ballot box, w#re the voter may
mark his balot inficret with no.pol-
itician at hiy el o molest kim or

tional ruling that

this secrey ballot |

|
;
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not
Miy cut both ways, we could have no
fear of the result of the coming June
clection, .

Obstructions in the Path.

two-edged sword, which

A% g military General would be rec~
reant to his highest duty If he should
neglect or refuse to conslder every
possible move of the enemy pitted
against hls army before going into
battle, so, In this connection, 1. must
tell you of two great obstructions in
onr path which are pulling together,
though ostensibly pgalnst each dther,
wWhich to all intents and purposes’are
operuting to defeat our pgtriotic army
of voters. And these forces ure both
in the ficld and were never so active
A% now. One of these armies, the party

of the first part, ha® the unlimited
power of the bullot at Its back, ac-
companied by the unlimited use of
money, #nd~- the party of the second
part, blinded with the Infatgation of
its one ldea, cannot be prevailed upon
to retreat o cover hecause It thinks
it sees the ballot already In woman's
Erasp;-and so it I8 measuring wom-
an’s political weakness with the pow-
er of the party of the first part, that
Is fully armed with votes and capital
And this party of the second’ part,
which is campalgning In the open.
while {ts ballotted opponents work iy
ambush, wil] not see that it Is being
used merely as a cat's paw to rake
from the fires of politics the chest-
nuts of one-idead politiclans, who care
nothing for our success or fallure. as
equal suffragisile, ,except as they hope
to use the ballots of women for the
achievement of their one ambition.

The balloted power of the party of
the firft part has, In additlon to Its
immense voting constituency, a rein-
forcement of a few idle and wealthy
women. who openly proclaim that they
have no sympuathy with the great in-
dustrial ‘and productive elasses of
women who are making
habitgble. And the party of the first
part 'is using this power of wealth
‘and Idleness as= a cat's paw to rake
its chegtnute from the fires of pol-
itles, thus plecing our movement be-
tween two opposing forces, the first
of which is rooted in every rye and
barley field, every hopyard and drying-
house, every vineyvard and every sa-
loon and bank and ‘brewery and trans-
portation line, and reaches Into the
dpockets nut only of all these vested
Interests, but affects the financial ac-
. - of thousands of land-
ords, many of whom are pillars “of
our churches, who think they see in
the enfranchisement of women a men-
ace to their direct means of galn or
Iivellhood. This party of balloted
hosts jncludes alsp the Ironminer, the
smelter and hoopiron manufacturer,
the glassblower., the botiler. the tax-
gatherer and bartender. all of whom
have votes, while beyond and over all
of these diversifi interests stands
the TFederal Government, raking in a
tremendous revenue. backed by the
municlpal power of every
city of slmost every town.

In view of facts like these, 1 am
hoping. though almost. against hope,
that the wisest men in the party of
the first part wil) be able to see in
the enfranchisement of the women of
Oregon, the same power (o cure the
emotional politics of women that has
cured the women of the four States
that have already extended the elect-
| Ive franchise to the wives and mothers
'within their borders.

! Tuxation Without Representation.

No man In Oregon needs 1o be fold
that taxation without representation
is tyranny. But the newcomers among
us do not gemzrally know that the wo-
men of our state were granted by
the Legislative Assembly In the year
1872, gn act entitled “The Married Wo-
man's Sole Trader Bill."” which eénables
any woman, when compelled from
whatever cause to support or help sup-
port her family. to hold her stock In
trade or implements of Industry se-
cure from seizure by the creditors of
her husband.

Afterwarde, as the years advanced and
men continued to grow In wisdom and
chivalry, the Legilslature created other
laws, almost all of them In advance of
laws made by older states. all tending
to .the final clevation of the mothers of
.men from the political companlonship of
idiols, Insane persons, criminals, China-
men not natlve born, and Indians not
taxed. But thix graniing of privileges
lo women In lien of rights has served in
the. light of experience. 10 Increase our
demand for fundamental rights by show-

the world

chartered |

-
ing us more and more clearly the neces-
sity therefor.

In the wyear .1884 we sought and ob-
ialned, through the Legisiative Assembly,
the privilege to submit to the voters a
propositicn ‘to amend the state consti- |
tiutlon by striking the word "male™ from
ite article on”privileges and elections, And
thix movemenl. which started In 1872,
from the emall beginning before noted,
we found by actual count, had grown
from almost nothing, in 14 years, (o fully
one-third of the entire vote of the state.

In the year 180 we were permitted by
legislative enagtment 1o appeal to the
volers agaln., with the result that the men
al the ballot boxes Lthreughout the state
BAve us over 48 per cent of the entire
vote. and two-thirds of the counties glv-
ing us large majorities. But our geomet-
rical progression alarined the manipu-
lators of the political machine, and a cry
was raired that we required 10 win a two-
thirds majority of all the votes cast
In the state. counted ' on the basis
of the bhighest number of the vole
cast on -any guestion, or for any candl-
date whomsoever. And the inltiative and
referendum amendment; which only re-
quires a majority vole on the question at
lssue, being already on Its way to the
voters, we resolved to retreat to cover.
follow the line of least rgsistance, (il] .
the lmdispnted righ{ of the majorily to
rule should become a law. In pursuance
of this plan, T. as president of the Btale
Equal Buffrage Assoclation for many .
vears. called off our suffrage forces and
organized and carried on a still hunt.
which was so adroltly managed that our
opponents when they awoke and found
that In enlarging their opportunities they
had materially advanced our own, were
inken completely by surprise.

The industrial changes which have been
Mgoing on In the civillzed world for years.
reached Oregon in due time. bringing
women into ruinous compeftion with the
balloted classes by taking from them
80 much of thelr opportunity to earn, or
help to earn a llvelihood within the home
that many of them have been compelled
to find work outside of the home If they
are to have any homes at gl to keep.

The men, God blesa them. are carrying

and have deprived ue of thal means of
revenue, They have taken our washing
to laundries, our dalry work to c¢ream-
erfes and our bread and pastry-making
| to bakerles and confectioneries, Tha
| woman cook has been supplanted by the
| masculine chef. The walters and cham-
| bermalds of our first-class hostelrles are
men. and even the man milliner and
dressmaker are making our clothes.
The farmer's wite still drudges at the
old stand, but her sons long ago left the
old woy. and her daughters followed In
i due course, entering ax wage-carners into
woman's competiifon with balloted men.
bringing wages down, and the price of
living commodities up. Our foremost
thinkers see, not only these conditions
but the causes that. have led thereto, and
have learned that there is but one solu-
ton to these probleme of work and
| wages, s0 the wisest man sive, “Give
woman the ballot and let her own works
pralse Jier In the gates.” )

Men _of Oregon Make History.

The men of Oregon are ma king history.
Our great Lewis and Clark Exposition
placed her in the lime light of the world.
No other siate has come s0 strongly into
notice since the beginning of the 2th
century. “As goes Oregon so goes the
Union,"" has been the motto In many a
bloodless battle, of ballots, And when
the ides of June shall have comge and
gone, ‘If the flat shall have gone forth
proclaiming that her wives and mothers
Jave been made equal with her husbands .
And fathers before the law, the -whole: .
progreesive world, wijl .sound: beg ,pralses ..
(A8 never before. In any event we. whl -
neyer :I\'r__g_p_ the struggle till we win,
for then and not tll then can men and .
women both be free indeed. -
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our fruit to canncries and evaporators, -



