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. Miss Anthiony=T Tiow, gentlemen of the eom-
mittee, introduce to you Mrs, Aldgail Seott Duni-
way, from the extreme Northwest; and before she
Jppesks, [ wish to suy that she has been the one
canwasser in the greul State of Oregon and Wash-
ington Territory, and that It Is to Mrs, Duniway
=+ttt the women of Washington Territory are more
indehted than to all other lulluences for their en-
frunchisement,

Mra. Duniway—CGientlemen of the committee:’]
v you think it possible that an agltation like
this can go on and on forever without s victory ?
Do you not see that the golden moment has come
for this committee to achieve immortality upon
the grandest ides that has ever stirred the heart-
beats of Americgn citizens, amd will you not in
the magunanimity of noble purposes rise to meet
the situation smd seecede to our demand, which
in your hearts you must know is just ?

There never was a grunder theory of government
than that of the United States, Never were
grander prineiples enunciated upon any platform,
never so grand before and never can be grander
agnin, than the declaration that “ull men" includ-
ing of course all women, since women are amen-
able to thé laws, “are ereated equal ; that they are
endowed by thelr Crestor with certain inalienable
rights; * * * that to secure these rights gov-
ernments are instituted among men, deriving their
just powers from the eonsent of the governed,"

Gentlemen, are we allowed the opportunity of
consent? These women who are here from Maine
to Oregon, from the Straits of Fuea to the regfs of
Florida, who, in their representative eapacity,
have come up here so often, augmented in their,
numbers year hy year, looking with eyes of hope
and hearts of fuith, but oftentimes with hopes de- |
furred, upon the final solution of this great prob-
lem, which it is so mueh in your hands to
hasten its solution—these women are in earnesi.
My State is far away beyond the confines of the
Rocky Mountains, away over beside the singiog
Pucitic sen, but the nriril of liberty is amony us
there, and tise public heart has been stirred, The
hearts of our men have been moved Lo listen to
our demands, and in Washington Territory, as
one spenker has informed you, women Lo-idny ure
endowed with full aod free enfranchisement, and
the rejdicing throughout that Terrltory is uni-
versul,

In Oregon men have also lstened to our demand,
und the Legislature has in two suceessive sessions
ugreed upon a proposition to amemd our State con-
stitution, a proposition which will be submitted
for rutitfication to our voters at the June election,
It is simply » anmmnu decluring thut the right
of sullvage shull not hereafier be probibited in the
State of Oregon on acgount of =ex,  Your aetion
i the Senate of the United States will greatly de-
termine the aetion of thic voters of Cregon on our,
or rather oo thelr, election day, for we stund _be-
fore the public In the wnomuly of FETITOBCrS Upon

I3 v (IR TIsTitn
arewToWel o voice, atnd we cnn only stead with |
eXprectint fearts umi alimost bhuted breath nwalit- ]
fog the aetion of men who ure to muke this de-
cision,

We have great hope for our vietory, beeatse the
men oF the Lrom [ TEITIVREITO0A il frec,
Phey tive gone aeross e mbghty continent with
free steps; they huve rud=ed the stindurd of 0 new
Yueifle cmpire] they have fmbibed the spirit of
liberty with thelr very breath, and they hinve
Histened to us fur bn advanee of many of the wen
of the older Stutes who have ot had their oppor- |
bty winong the grand free wilils of nature for
exputision, '

So all of our lesders are with us to-day. You
may o to either member of the Senate of the
Unitesl States from Oregon, and while 1 cannot
speak 80 positively for the senior member, ns he
enmie over here some years wo before the publie
were 80 well educated as now, T ocan and do
prowdly voueh for the late Senafor-elect Dolph,
who now has s seat upon the tloor of the Senate,
who ix, heart and soul wmd hand and purse, in
symputhy with this great movement for the en-
franchisement of the women of Oregon, T would
also be unjust to our worthy Representative in
the lower House, Hon, M, . George, dJid 1 not
prowdly spesk his nume fn this grest eonnection,
Men of this cluss are with us, snd without reguard
to party afilintions we koow thut they ure upon
our side. Our governor, our associate  United b
Stules fmlg\- for the disteiet of the Paeifie: North-
west, all of these men, are leading o the grand
free way that characterizes the men of the West
in assisting in this work, DBut we have—alas,
that 1 should be compelled to say it—a great
| many men who pay o heed whatever to this
guestion,  Men will be entithed to s volee in this
decision who are 1 i |
the pleked men of the nutio Lo Stnte, hut men, |
many of whom cannol rewdy, whao will have an |
opportunity to decide this question us far as their ‘
bullots eun o, These are they to whom the ¢o- |
Hghtened, eduented motherhoml of the State of
Oregon must look largely for the declsion, |

lits briongs me to the peint of our coming to
PCongress, Some of you suy to ous, “Why not
leave this matter for settlenent in the different
Stutes ' When we leave (U forsettlement i the |
‘dnl]-rrnl‘. States we luave It Just us 1 have told
[ you, because of the vonstitutionsl provisions of |
L our urganie law we cannot do otherwlse | Lut |f
1 the question were to be settled by the Legislature !
Lol Opegon alone 1t would be rettled now | wud 1,/
| w3 & reprosentative of that State-ouly, would have
no need of. coming here; It would be settlad (il
ﬁ.“ has been settled in Washington Lfr.rer?g,!qg

ut when we come here to Congress it is tle ‘T
nation asking you to take such legislatjve 'lcuor:‘
in submitting an amendment to the Constltutjog
of the United States as shall recognize the il
ity of these women.who are here; tliese wWonmen
who have come here from all purts of the country,
whose constituents are looking on while we .r&.
here before you. - §s we rellect that our feelilest
words uttered before this committee will go- g
the contines of this nation, across the great Atlun.
tic and around the globe, we realize that ‘mre
and more prominently our cause Is growjug:info
public favor, and the time Is just opon s when
wome decision must be made, "
- Gentlemen of the committee, will you not re-
oguize the lm!mru\nce of the mavement? ‘\Whe
amoug you will be our standard-bearer?- Wi
among i-nu will achieve immortality by stahding
up in these hallsy in which we are forbidden ty
speak, and in the magnanimity of your own free
wills srrd uoble hearts champion the woman's
cause ahd ke us hefore the Inw, as we of right
ouglit vow to Le, tree and judependent?, -

whers of Congress,




