DEATH, THE SECOND BIRTH

Mre. Abigall Seott Duniway Tells of
Itse Necessity.

Mra. Ablgail Scott Duniway sddressed
tha soclety of Eible Spirituallsts at ita
hall on Becond street last evenlng, by ape
clal invitation. 8he =ald In part: "I have
chosen as my themes “The Visit of Nleo-
demup to Jesus by Night' I wish firat to
say that I appear befors You as an advo-
cate of no Ism. T should fecl drawn to
these meetings much more strongly than
can now be possible, If, Instead of adopt-
ing the name of Bplritualism, which has
coma to stand for s much In the public
“mind which youn eannot indorse, you

would call yourselves by some such name
a8z ‘Students of Psychic Law." Howaver,
ths nams of your soclety ls not a matter

for me to declde; and I trust you will
pardon the suggestlon, whether you con-
alder It or not.

“Now to my subject: If you will turn
to the third chapter of John, you will And
that there was a man named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jows; and the same came
to Jesus by might. DMd you ever notice
that the average 'man of the Pharlsees,’

i of whom Nicodemus waas one, is 5o deeply
! inerusted wiihin the shell of some organ-
ized lam that when his mind beging to ex-
pand In the birth throes of desire for
more light along peyohic or Apiritual lines,
his first impulse I8 to seek it in sacret,
“or, as Nicodemus did. by night?

“The mest wonderful part of the won-
dorful career of Jesum of Nazareth was
Lthe simplleity and naturalness of his
teachings. He broke the unnatural laws
of the Jewlsh Habbath withouf fear of
conscquences, and wrought what the
world In Its lgnorance called miracles as
naturally as he would sit at* meat with
his followers, Ha lived the ‘slmple 1ifs"
to the wttormost, and both by precept and
example enlightened the dormant under-
Latanding of-allwho*were willing to study
the divine revelations of Nature. Nicode-
m ., belng stirred by his teachings, but
unable to comprebend them, eald unto
him: Habbl, we know thou art a teacher
corae from God; for no man can do thess
::I“u“ that thou dost unless God be with

"

«'Jesus answered and sajld unto him:
‘Except o man bé born again he can-
not see the kingdom of Ged,"

"Remember, alwayy, that Jesus lived
cloxa to the heart . Nepture He r

with the eternal m(~d, of which we are all
& part. But Nilcodemus, failing to compre-
hend the supreme naturalness of this
simple fact, said: "How can a man be
born when he In old?

“And Jesus answered, ecalling his at-
tentlon to a natural law that permeates
all physlcial Ufe, by =aying: ‘Except &
man b born agaln he cannot sees (he
kingdom of Geod.' And MNicodemus salbd:
‘How can thesa things ba?

“Every physician  Knows, and every
man, woman and child ocught to know,
that all embryo life, from the atom to
the man, axiats In water, and I8 born In
water, This In the natural birth. The tia-
Test seed cannot eacape the environment
?tf this natural law, nor con mMan eSCApe

"But NWleademus, though a master in
Israsl, falled to comprahend the primal,
univer=zal law, by which the great Teach.
er was attempting to lead him up to a
knowledge of the ultimatie birth of the
gpirit of man, which would oaly oceur
nfter he became a living soul. And Jesus
added, In his effort Lo make his meaning
clearer: ‘Thal which s born of the fesh
Iz flesh; that which le born of the spirit
Iz spirlt.’

“Btill Nlcodemus did not understand,
and Jesus, belng amazed at his Ignorance,
aald: ‘Art thou a master In Israsl and un-
derstandeth not these things?

“Again he sald: ‘The wind bloweth
where It lsteth, and thou hearest tha
sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it
cometh or whither It goeth, Ho s every
one that ls born of the spirit.’

cand yel,” wald Gee spenker, “we are
gravely laught that the new birth Is n
mysterious, experimental change within
these physlcal bodies, ln (he faca of tha
splritual =slgnificance of a fundamental,
universal rfact, s baratifully oxpiaimed by
the greal teacher that svery chlld can be
made to onderstand 10

“BelentlM: resasarch s mlowly, but surely,

nificance of Lhe dcw birih, The new, or
ancond birth 13 simply the birth of the
| splrit, through the chemieal changs wae
call death, which relesses the soul from
 the body and permlls It 1o rfurn Lo Godl,
who gave it. The change wo call death
iz as necessary to our apiritual unfold-
‘mont as is our firat, or physical birth from
the wateér In which we exlated bafore wa
wara born.

"“The secret of happiness hereafter lies
whoily In cur efforts to 4o right in the
body. We must all sow as we reap.
There s no escaps from thiz:law, It Ia

as unerring as It = universal. The law |

of retribution 18 as universal as the law
of evelution.

“T know not how many asons man ex-
lated as an animal before the eternal mys-
tery of life, that we call God, breathed
intd him the breath of the spirit. s0 he
might become a living soul. But let man
become convinced without the possibiiity
of a doubt that he must reap as a apirit
what he has sown ln the flesh, whether
i be of good or evil, and the inexorables
law of sell-preservation will lead him o

nizad the kinship of avery sentlent thing '™

leading men 1o understand the Lrue sig- |

tha ways of righteousness.”
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