In 1830, Oregon's first Delegute to Congress, Hon, Samuel
R.Thursten, enlarging a plan proposed by L, Linn, of Mla-
aguti, suceesded tn scenring the passage of an set kuown as
tha Oregon Donation Land Law, This aet was chiefly re~
markable hecause it recognized in lts provistons the right
of & married woman, in propric persana, to an equal share

with ber husband in tt8 benefity, thus making Oregon sl
the first purtnt the Unlted. Rtates domain on which equal
rights tor women founda pragtieal footh g, 'fhls Lonation
Land Law, thoush execpilonal as to partleulars and tem-
s porary In dur ation, wis destined 10 mark the beginning of
an er of momentuns import to the women of the present
and the futare. - Under tho pravisions of this aet,nvwoman,
| if married, was entitied ta sueh cqual portion of the public
- domain asnight, undar comparatively egunl restrictions,
. acerue ta her hushand, :
© Al of the married women who were Hving in OFegon at
the time of the pursnge of the act, nnd ail others who came
1o Oregon within the duration of the aet, us well as many
who were mareied while yet mere ehtldren in opder to
come within the provislons of the aet, took sdvantage of
s henents and became free-holders, They restded upon apd
uultivated thelr own lund, as required by luw, and hecume
ity possessory de farfo, althongh many of them In sodoing
had never troabled thelr hends about petitien} rights, But
the Mombers of Congress who had assisted thew to the po-
sitlan of frev-haiders builded bettor thay they knew. They
were 1ika the Paritans, who, In planting the stalard of
the cross In o new country, ralsed also the standsed of eivil
and politicsi tiberty, although they know it Aot

The Hmitations of the Donation” Land Law explred in a
taw brisot vears, but the offects remained and wre ta be seen
to-day all over Oregon ancl Washiugton, which was once
Rnown ns the “whole of Oregon P ariong the woman whe
were reciplents of ity benefits, who yet 1ive nnder 1 hejr own
vives amt fhetreos, with aone to welest oF muks them
atraid.

But there were thowsnmls of ather warried wuien,
youuger than they, or who failed to reach Qregow In time.
'o secure the benefits of the act, who tonnd themselves,
ke the wolnen of other portions of these United States
and Tarritories of Aericy, In the sondition of purpetunl
wigority—classed with ldiots, 1nsane personys, erimlinals
aand Chlpamen—and naturiaily ennugh they hegan to wone
der if their right to acquire property was not inulienable,
And atthoygh their genoral up-waking was not imuedlnte
it was gradual and thorough; aud as the years sdvanced .
and they saw more and e clearly the benvfits to he des
rived by afew wowen frem tho postessian and ewnership
of their hantes, the query yrose iy thole nyluds, “Why atay 1

no iands 2 " And then the fuet dawaed upol |

t, although it was only the vompoaratively few of
the <ex who had been sa situated that they wight avall
themselves of the donatton act, there wig ne ghond resson
why ail wemen ought nat to be recagnlzed s PErsony, un- |
der the law, equally with men, now and siways, And they .
hogan to rhfnk,to ask questions ; and the gaestions always |
resnived thomseelves inta the one Anat aQuery, “Why are w |
without & country ?” QOne questian ted to wnother, 1l
they salt ar last: “Isn't taxation withont represcatiation ¢
ealled ty'nmn({ in the Declovation of Independence? Dan't
the worn whao own the land pay taxes? And, since g
ernmeintis derive thelr just powers fron: the con
aorerned, and we are ot altawed to give or wit
Nty Why nre women toosed at o1 o0

Graduaily, ns the years rolled on, these thoughts grow |
‘more definite and tangihle, and at tast, In the vear Is71, |
more than zwenzi' yeary after the beneficent foresight of
women’s friends in Cqugress had xet the bl in motlon,
the first organized attefupt was mnde to secure Eloee rights
fo women which men had for a hundred yonr enjoyed,
and which they had declaved to be inatlennbic whisn ap
plied to thomselves,

As the senuel has thus fay proven, the hoarts of the men
of the great Pacifle Northwest were right toward wonien,
aven im the beginning. No sooner had we begun to agitate
the questlon af equa rights thau men responded to our
plea s and the resait was, Brst, the establighing, in 1878, and
its maintenance ever sinee, of a weekly Jouvual, the NEw !
NORTHWFRST, devoted to the promulgatlon of egual politis
ea? and flnancial rights between the SONHF S um* aeeondly,
1o the resFoﬂvful bomhardment of blenninl Legistatares
with the plass, plans aud Furpozer of wonien, who madeo
the paper their stardard-bearor, and who had learned to
recognize the ballot as the basts of o}l rightx under any
z(l)vg,rnmem elatming to bo “of the people and by the peo-
ple.*

Favorablo lagisiation fullowed every attempt made by
wonen ta “secure those rights for which guvernments are
institnted among men,” Wit the finnl victory seemed each
year atur off, Mén appeaced gquite willing at all timea to
arant us favors, They wers chivatrows, and, in n certain
igd:ﬁnu{;tc way, vallant and magnanimons, itk tiey woere
=20t fearn that wonian was as cotnplete in her lndivide
wality, her seffhnod, as themselves, .

But the agitation went reyuiarly torward, and one by one
the refler af the old cotymon Iaw were supplanted by new
~udctnments, untll women saw Uhelr clvit rights acknowl-
e}hred. and their property rights Letier defennded every
yoar.  And at last men dedided that thelr wives vidd nothe
crs shoutd be classed no tonger with {djots, sane persons,
erimrinnls and Chinamen, 50 they proposed, in 1850, to
amend the State Constivutjon by submitting 1o the nest
surcecding session of tho Legislature a resolution which
ays, simply and grandly, “The eclective franchize shall
nat hereaftor bo prahibited In this State on accountof e,

Bls proposition; which was aceeded to by a targe majors
ity 1n both branchos of the Legistature in {850, and ratified
I 1382 by an overwhelmlng vote, now awalls the Anml de-
aston of the votars of the Stute at the.upproaching June
election. It is this fact that gives us our prontinence and
makes Oregon the uhieetive potutaf thly Arsoclation®s cons
shderation new and 1n tha immediate fature, Tho way be-
fore us is plaln snd our daty s eloar. The old stutatory
Imvws that enfarced tnvidtousdistinetions between lhc(Fmp-
arty r}sma of men and women are uearly all deud and
buarted, and aur women are now in the exact condition of
the Colonista when the Deetaratton of Iadependence
awalted ratification by the Britlah erown. Wu have i
h‘ard. deeisive, hloodiess battle t) fight: nnd those most Ins
terested—the women themmelves. ave armed with no bal-
lots or other <inews of wal with which to fight It. But we

I{gztgi‘iﬂht o our shde, and we awalt Lhe issue with eanfla
e .

2

Washington Tetriinry which i
g1 ¥y ieh hias from the beginning nf
ggg;ﬁf\f’;l_l;{g (’0{,“‘0 reat question that convencs us slugred
ikl vegoht inall that has been done to enfran~
i @ one-halt nf fhye beapte, no longer figuras amauyg exist-
hags ‘;urs S8 Gosapplinnt, The hin of disfranchisement
o 1 en trom the shoulders of her women, represonta~
- HYes of who are amuong ug te-day, clothoed with the equal
alitieal baower which onnre to thotr sons anasked a8 soon
_‘lit;wy had rearad then tao the age of 2 yeurs, {
¢ ns.truggling 0 geenre the Anut recognition of politleal
ghtg t:) the wamen of Washington, I tound it NECTRRATY
eanvass the Territary over nud over for upward of
Sdwelve yoars, lolding whatings nverywhere, traveling hy
ataga, roil, steanrer, wiel often atout unlony tho people,
'}10 dlng micerings ih eltles, precinets and villuges, sponk-
g semethnes in el hes, sometimes in seliont-Jrouses,
gametlmoes fu cottrtsiotives pnd puhlic balls, nnd when, as
Becasionatly boppenuit, all these were elosed against me
BEAUSE Of exisiing prefudies againat the canse, address- <
ing the publfe | bar-rooms and adives of hotels, meeting |
Algeaun wements aften, but eteountering n voodly deyrea ]
of kinlly assistounee in all Parts of the conntry, amd Iy
AVErY Case cireninting the New NoRriwsor aon writing
np* the different toeca Ithes In editavinl ettors, that the pa-
perand its contons wonld hewought far and read and o=
raented wpon tong after [ hnd #ono to uther fields, To one %
WhO has not tenversad hese Vst regtons thus harriedly
rRuded to, no Lrief eutline Cnn convey an idea of theiy
magnitude, nor ean sach g, pBarrmn Hnazine tho handships §
connacted with the wark, ut the cause grew and Pros-
pered, and each succredlng session of the Legishuture
shiowed merked progress mmong the people’s reprosenta.)
tved, wutil at L the work wis tfinislied hy the wssembiy
Of 1883 and the immortal wet thot enfranchised the woment
of the State that ix to bear tie nane of Washington, and
thus mak. her she “matier ot her vonntry,” reached ity
ctimax when Gavernor Newell stuned the seffrage bill'
amid the mingling batlelwjaiis of booming gnus and ring-
ing belts, In Oresan the wark bay kept more than even
pace with Washingtan, though, by virtae of her State gov-
ernent, <ho hos o tonger yond Gy travel., and we enn only|
reach the goal of our ambition by anare civettitous route, |
Tho same lonyg, Inborlang, petient eanvass has been made |
tiere as there, and the same ubstaclesd have heen met amd |
vereeme o vverying o the work, Distributing my own |
in}‘um‘s a:bm‘d eadly on both stdes of the Colum il Ly
by . Al & 1 y “ H I
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distances nr : tween polnts, nnd we

of g expensis. Weo need
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alone upon Its ow; -
of axpaii ! ¥
give up or pa n bl 0r nou-
his temporanes or v

is that whon he easts his vol
vole “Yes™ upon the pemting Woman Suffrage

Vighws,
A we ask

ha wiil oy
Ameadmont.  You pre respeetfully askod to Join with

us In this great campalen, to coneontente your efinrs
upon Orewnn, Our | har women across the Colunt-
bin are watehimy v ¢ ae ground with min-
glod {eeling< of hope for us and exultotion among theme
#elves,  We bellove that our fathery, husbands, hrothers
aud sons are quite u« chivalrous and progressive as their
awn ; and wo hwilezo they will pinve thet our talth 1o them
iwell founded whon the ballng,sz are equnted after eleetion,
and that weshall find aurgelves tnvited to stand with thent
upon the broad platform of freedom, equutity und jurstiee.t
trow Jninmg‘ oceuplad by thomselves and the men sud
women of Washington Territory,
- Tha Toceltory of Tdnho has also veeeived considerabile o
nay attentlon, and there ls n atrong and constantly growing
sentlment there In favor of equul rights for women, 1t i)
among the probubilities that when next her Lrgislature|
meety she will wheel Inta lne with il her people freo,
Helpus to win a vietory in Oregon, and onr enceess wll
lead at last to your trivunph on this side of our common
gountry.




