WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

An Enthusiastic Advocate of |
the Subject.

LIBERTY, NOT PROHIBITION, |

Addrosa by Mrs A. H, Duniway Be-
fore the Idaho Constitutional
Coaventlon, July 17,

Mr. Presiddent and Gentlemen of the Con- |
realien

1 deeply appreciate the houor yru
confer upon the humblest member of the
otherwlie unrepresented class when you
permit one of us to come befors your
honorsble baxdy to Joln you for even vne
brief hour lo the conslderution of those
toples which vitally interest all the people
of our commouwealth.

Although what | have to say to you
to-night will differ materially from the
utterances of other women whom Yyou
Liave graclously accorded a hearing I think
yuu wiil all concvde bafore 1 have Anlshed
that womnen are lesrolng 1o express thelr
differences of oplnlon lo & splrit of toler-
ance toward one auother such sa would
hiave been beyoud thelr power to exhiblt
before they bLegau ta be Imbued by the
splrit of liberty

Just ns In the Infancy of the government |
of the Unlted States the people who Jived
beyound the Hocky Mountalns and the val- |
ley of the Misslusippl formed never soy |
bruader cooception of the fundsment.]
principles of liberty under the plastic con
ditlons of thelr new environment than had
been dreamed of by thelr ancestors, o lo
the proposad Incoming states, In which 1
s proud w clalm s permusuent loterest,
the people of a new geooratlon sre form.
Ing v+t broador conceptioneof the glorious
berftage 1o store for them and thelr chll-
dren than thelr sucestor even antlcipated.

1 realize aa 1 stund In this hooorable
presence thal we, the people of 1dako, are
making history. For although the class I
represent |s not otherwise represented In
ua[’. body, the fact that you, geatlemen,
have now for the scnnd time convened to
give woman & hearing, Is proof that the
warld Is movlag In the right directioa.

\Vithout sttempting to cousume Lhe Ume
of tule Couventlou  In rehearsing facts of
histery with which It Is vonceded yuu are
a1l well sequaloted, I wlil atonce take up
the subject which your chivalry bas per-
mitted us to consider, nmelg. the funda-
mental tiudplﬁ which the govern.
meot of the Unl I-!“lllfwmd. 'll"h.:
tact that governmeats e r ju

waers frum the coossot of mem |
po longer dlsputed by of Iaw |
makers; nor la lta | MquUenCe

dirpu hat taxation and nrmmnlon
are co-axistent factors in wll just governs
wents,

You, geotlemen, bave llnd{ﬂm

| & fortalght In convention sssembled, com-
biniag your wisdom, srudition, eloquence
snd Jogic in the Incubation of & stata con
stitution, to be preseated tu your electors
—not woman's unless by your permission
—1in the forthcoming month of October.

Bo far as you have yet goue lu the com-
pletion of such parts of your work as hus
come under the observation of women In
lonely stock ranche cablns (like ours in the
Lost River wilderness) It has seemed ta
most of us that you have legislated wisely
and well.

We cordlally approve the public apirit
ou have manlfested in consldering the
urt claims of the executlve and the ju-
diclary as well as the legisl.tive depart
ments of a state government to such con-
stitutional protection as well as such con-
stitutional restriction as shall best lnsure
the proper administrution of public and
private affairs among men
We also cordially and heartlly approve
your manly determination to permit no
allen or theocratlc power to among
us to wield our ballots and control our
offices while bearlng allegiance to a dy-
nasty of priests. And, although there s
a diversity of oplnlon among women upon
one question which we have sought to
placeqbuiore you, to-wit: the trite one of
probibltion, to which less than 2 per cent

of the women of the Territory or of the
Nation adhere, there Is a remarkable
unanimity among us concerning our own
enfranchlsment. Women, like men, are
rapldly outgrowing the idea that prohibl-
tion Ii a reformatory measure. When
first the Idea wis placed before them by
press and pulpit large numbers of them
grasped it as a sortof providentlal com.
promise between thelr own ﬁ?ﬂug ‘men-
tality and' their dealre to somethin
which all men might and pat
ralse them. for sttemptiug. - They soon
gheound; also, that as an ally of the
church they had not only found an avenue
1o fame snd hounor, but to'emnlument also.
: snd; especlally the last
pamed, so stimulated thelr Jong repress. d
and’ [y emotional sensations that 1t
was not difficalt for * political cranks who
had been kicked out of the old es to
séoure thelr catspaw: services in rakin
chestnuts for themselves from the fires o
political controversy. |

It1s the easlest thing on earth to make
a political speech. Apybody can recount |
the horrors of druankenoess and the evil |
influences of the suloon. And many & |
woman who had aever before jingled a!
coln In her pocket that she could call her |

| own found o easy avenue for makling |
money in this new departure. I am not
blamiog tham for earolng money. I am
simply stating facts. Money Is the mo-.
| tive power that moves the world. It Is
| more potent than rellglon and more pow- |
| exful even than 'love. No organizstion |
cdo long exlet without it, It lsas ot
| a factor with the chugeh as with I sd.
| wérsary, the saloon. - We ‘&)l koow it 1s]
| ‘hotJost elghtof by the Woman's Chrlstian |
Tempersocs Uslon, apd I may {rankly
add that the Woman Buffrage Assoclation,
a4 well ba'thls boootable bo&y Is obliged
:;dufmlt sod cng;ldgf its :Ex%!' } am |
ogiphalnlig, gk’ ¥ ugfacty,
tief ybur 500, that womwn /rd pot
blind td the finauclsl pitustlou. Hithertp
thele opmlunhh‘ have been sadly olr.
cumseri in money matters: It la
oot. tn; be wondared st thai they have
sought wilhogly. the. firat ayeauss that
bave opened to them for maklog money
by methods whareln they might work nod
travel, and  at the same time recelve the
pay aod plaudita of, men. Multltudes of
tho great rank ‘And . Mle of problhidon
womeh nre pot to be* fncluded L4 tiis oat.
egore, It [« of the Jeaders ) speak, and I
beg you, gentlemen, to remember that In
pursulng this bobby anfl never losing
slght of lis emoloments, they are oonly
fulluwing the etamaple of rmen enykaged In
tho same buslotss.  Be patient with them.
They have plenty of material lo sightin
overy town they vislt upoa which w ex.
peud thelr elisquence ; nor can you expect
they will conss to harp upon It as loag as
they can make It pay.

tif the philocophy of prohibition I peed
ray but intle.  Every thinkiog man or
woman Who sanalyges the subject closaly
reaches ouw concluslnp, and that la that
enerclon, or uny  sapecles of arbitrary law,
never yet restralned any man In bis vices
Tho stale argument thst compares horse
stewllog, agulust which we have prublb-
ltory laws, by common snd undlspnted
consent, with liquor selllng, about which
thern are many differencea of oplnloa, Is
most unfulr, sincs there are no laws
agalost horse se ling--provided the pur-
chaser Is ready *vith the cash, and the
horse offered for ssle Is all Its owner
claims for It.  In llke manper s the com-
parison sbont the prohibitlon of murder
uniale, siiee tho sale of guns, kolves and
avimuuitlon is not prohibited except un.

der «ertnlu couditions; nor are humanity
and Lorses forbldden to exist because
potue men ste murdersd and many horses
arn stolen

OF Y wvils of Intemperance sl the
sulfering of i« victlus | need not speak,

el v b v teneh or 1T

yistr v thoese pointa, 1f L wers the omn
potent power, I should not  healtate with
my fAnite conception of things, to problbit
everything that Is evll. 1 would llketo
prouibit want, woe, poverty, excessive
riches, murdvr, arson, slauder, lust, covet.
vusness, gluttony, lylog, robbery, theft—
everything that debases our commuuplty
HBut, sloce | can't, and God In His wisdom
plaluly teaches e lla woat, I have no
destre, por bas the very lurge majority of
Amerlean women whom | have t & huoor
i represent the remotest wish to run a-tllt
agalnst omnipotencs,  Clearly, 1he. pro-
bibltion muveuiont la dylng out.  Need [
Instapcs Michigan, Muassachiusetts, Ver.
went, Oregon, mwda Island, Conoectlcut
sud Pennsylvanla, where It has Iately met
with overwhelmlog defest, In support of
this statement!

Women, aa well as men, have lost falth
In It by the tens of thousands within
the past few years. Many women In
Wasiington Terrliwey who bhad npaver
lifned volce or Anger 1o securs the ballot
belure It came to them, bot who unwisely
lelded to tha counsels of women from the
L.L who sought thew out on & banuwune
salary to lnduce them to use thelr newly
fuuud ballits sa cats-paws In the Lands of
Ideuiists and cranks, bave discuvered, un
der tho bumilistion of the greal dafeat
that has deprived ‘W of the
ballots they had just to that
what women need for the p tloa of
the ruce |4 not aa arbliary law for the
acerclon of men, but liberty for tiem:
selves that they mAy rise above tha cnndl.
tlons of subjugnilon agalost. which their
fopefathers rebelled, and under which
they “afe mow .80 ofteu compelled o
mother & pmn,r of drugkards. ‘-

Ia W) g Where . the . \wemen
had . been re ' to

learn wlsdom before the probibition craze
became the fashion, better counsels pre-
vulled, snd no such lnpovation has been
introduced to act as a boomerang aguinst
thelr ballots.

I amn making no_fight agalnst prohibi.
tion per see, sluce I realize that everybody
has s right to ride a pet hobby, even when
riding it to Its death, provided, of course,
he doesn't strike down the principles of
liberty with the hoofs of his hobby-horse.
But I wish I might convince avery man in
this Convention that most women realize,
#8 keenly asany of ‘j’ou do, the fact that
every women who sits behind the prison-
bars of her present political environment,
lirting her manacled hunds to men and
saying, “give us the ballot that we may
put down your whisky,” Is not only telling
an uatruth, (sloce all the force of arms, to,
say naught of ballots, would never do i
unless men should voluntarily put itdown
themselves), merely offers the strongest
possible inducement to most men to an-

‘awer, “Very well. We'll see that you
don't get theballot at all if you lulendy to
use it as a whip.”

What the women nsk, gentlemen,
the great majority of the women of the
territories are askivg for I mean:
woman who bave no tlme to spend
in running to Ice cream festivals to Induce
men to fill their stomachs with an indi-
gestible compound for finsncial conslder-
atlon—that senda them to the dramshop
for an antidote: women who look upon
the practical side of every subject and are
not sent out as the pald ‘representatives of
apy set of men or any political party, s
thut you will engraft lnto the tundamental
law of Idaho u clause.ih yonr chapter on
suffrage and elections, providing that other
rights and qualifications beln lNi:ml [ex-

c

cept the right to bear arms w nature
accards to man and the still more perllous
right to bear srmor.bearers, which the
same [nexorable power assigns to woman)
there shall be no restrictions placed upon
the suffrage on account of sex.

Do this wise and patriotic thing, gentle-
men of the conventlon, and your constitu-
tion will be adopled by spontaneous com-
bastlon. “Yoa' will put power ‘In the
hands of your wives and mothers with
which as & home  element they cam level
blows of irresistble strength at the demon
of "polygamy that pow . mepices their
23;1:1«- in tiidny mdm sotthern

‘eastern portlon rislog common
- Ooncluded. g marrow:

WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

[Coneluded }

While I can_and do polot to Wyomlng
where the women_have voted for the last
two decades, In proof that' women's bal-
Tots will not bring prohibitlon, snd also to
Washingtoh, where for three and a half
years a majority of the women refused to
use the baullut as a whip to cuerce men
luto leading ntﬂn£ B3 though they wete
little chlldren, I do say,  withoat prospect
of contradiction, that women are quite as
much oppased todennkenness In husbands
us wmen are opposed té drunkenness in
wivis. And when women are everywhere
free und equul 'with men before the law
they . will cense. to redr children of auch
weak moril fibre that they sare unable to
r «lst temptation, Graot us the right of
suflrage, gentlemen, and we will nut only
pledre w you our lives, our fortunes and
our sacred hoaor In alding you to adopt
s coustitution, but we will, when It is
adopted, feal so rmud of you and of our-
selves that we will proclaim the glad tid-
Ings of our freedom among all the citles
aud countrles of the enst; and by so dolng
turn the tide of Immigration into ldaho
just us we exultantly directed It to Wash-
ington during the perlod of three and a
balf years when we could do so consist-
ently, because Wushington was then “the
laud of the free and the home of the
Lrave.”

But, gentlemen! I well know there Is
no other dogioa that dies so hard as
tyranny. [ konow that many of you, if
warrled, wny delude yovurselves with the
iden thut you nre “heads of the family.” 1
know how persistently your wives—cun-
ning diplomnts—persuade you that you
ure the supreme power In thelr house
holds. Your vunity and self-love are fed
upon thle sophistry. For you are very
human; quite us much s0 ne ourselves;
and we aré by no means perfect, We
know everyvoue of ﬁur threadbare argu-
meats uguinst our Jibertles by heart. You
suy we must fight If we vote; forgetting
oF pretendlng 10 forget that life's hardest
buttles ' everywhere are fought by the
mythers ot men In glving exlIstence to the
ruce, You suy wedo not wish to vote, when
all the opportunitles we have ever had
to vote have beén as freely utilized in that
direction ab your own.

You say if we wish the ballnt let us ask
for It, when we have been asking for it for
lo, these forty years.

You say bad wowen will vote, when
you well know thut bad men vote, and
clalm the ballot for their protection, while
vou do not suy them nay. You say we
mustn’t sit on jurles, when ever and sovn
u woman s to be tried. May we not,

| gmtlemen, look foraard to the day
when women wnay be trled by a jury of
our “peers "

Idu not mean that all, or nearly all of
ou will say these harsh, llloglcal thinge.

ulte a nnmber of you [ know to bel{'n
fuvor of woman's full and free 'ofranchise-
ment; and I sincerely hope that all of you
will be so convinced of the Justice of our
plen that you will nut hesltate to make
your names. immortal as the first body
of constiwtion writers under the sun who
hava ever dared to be wholly just to the
mathers of the rice. But, oh! gentlemen,
if,ln 'the extreme caution that Induces
other men to uphold their own prejo-
dices In opposition to the asplrutions of
women, you Jo not dare 10 grant us the
free bovn of full enfranchisement, we
have anuther plan to luy before you which
wea belleve and hope will not full 10 meet
your unqualified approval.

Remember that we ask you, u})mullng
0 dyﬂl.u- chivalry, your seose of justice
an E:rr’rullum: uppealing to your spirit
of liberty and honor, to grant us, 48 a part
of the fundamentsl law, our free, un-
questioned right to vote, Bat, If you will
uot graot thls request, then we pray you,
as A compromlse with your consclences
and with us, 10 put a clause In your c*p—
ter on suffrage and elections pFividiog
that the Leglslature may, at any sessiun,
puss a bill extending the elective fran-
chire to women vo equal terms wlth men.
Surely you wlll nut compel your wives
and mothers, under a Constitutional law
of the State of Idaho, which you have
denled uvs, the right to any volce ln fram-
l“lf or adoptivg; surely you will not com.
pel us to go before the ignorant and prej-
udiced votlng classes of men, with our
linnds on our moaths and our mouths In
the dust; }esecchlog half.fled boys,
who huve just uttalned thelr majority und
huve wot ceased strupgling with weak
moustaches; or praying %ore -born vot.
ers, who canbot speak our langu or
comprehend the first iples of our
free institutions—surely you will not so
hutnilinte us, and so outrage our sense of
justice as to remand us to these persons,
only to ba sent away, when we ask for
liberty, with a brutal No, as has been so
often done in older States when we aked
I these voters to amend thelr constitutions!
| You have opportunity to so frame your
| Copstitution, In the very inception of
l‘ your government, that your picked men
| .;\f the Leglslature may be allowed to «it
| in final judgment upon our plea for
| trallota,

l The eyes of the world are upon thees
Territories. The freedom.loving spirlt of
the West has long passed Into u proverh.

{ Shall we, the women of this border land,

| who have shared alike your trlals and trl

| umplis—shall we pot be permitted 1o Lo

 up to Washington next winter, bearing

| uioft, like the women of our nelghboring
| Territory Wyoming, the banper of our
| freedom? Shall we pot have the power
| to proclalm everywhere the chivalry and
| honor of our own Constitution mukers,
| nud tell the world that they scorped 1o
! accept a right fot themselves which they
| would deny to the mothers of ment Wil
| Yon not so equip us with the watchword
| of Hberty that we can {nspire all the
| world to turn Its eyes upon Idabo ne the
| promised lnpd—the- lapd ot free women
{ and brave men?
| “What do youo woman sulraglsts wh
| ar not probibitionists propose to do with
| the whisky traffic ¥~ xsks an excellent and
|j§m ]ttmw??mm.vhn has workt-ﬁ
¥ or prahibition: becayse she hus ha
po ptber chanpsl .1g, which to work apd
?_thlimtrym the sruggilog ‘eplidt withln
R T IR R T Py T
ii',[,_Wei mm:h}'uuvhlﬁmd all other
ntoxle; 2: hesvlly as t trsftic will
Niear nﬂ) besvily a{sw ‘smouint to pro-
fhibion, for vzperfette proves thut tur.
| ende of Jdetos dre MPabHefaated, for the o
The deqlers whi'sell anfl pay Qo tax at »!!
tJ know all the argumenta agalost the
{Whisky tax by hesrt. Time wus when |
supposed the tax om liquors was. what
men call it—a license, study gf the
stibject long ago me ‘thie
mis'ake.  Intem Is among us like
an overfiowing, , deep and pestllen.
tlal river, Liquors are sold because men
buy them, and the river of ‘ltemperance
flows because 5t has a perennial fountaln
in the desirss of the consumer. Men whn
drink immoderately are not the clLie'
source of. its supplies. But, no mitler

whence the supplies come, the rivér Is
always flowing, flowing. You may ob-
struct it here and there, but yoa cannot
stop its flow.

At the mouth of the Misslesippl there ls
an Immense swamp, so dark and pestilen
tial Is it that yellow fever lurksin the
marshes and a green slime crawls upea
the top of the stagnant water among which
reptiles play hide and seek.

“Prohibit the accursed thing,” cries out
the theorist. *Don't tamper or temporize
with it, bat put It down.”

Vain hope, viin mandate, vain gn-
deavor. If yon cover the slum and allme
with a prohibition plaster, be it ever so
strong, the virus will exude; or worse, it
wlll burrow deeperand deeper Into hidden
pluces, marking its track by desolation and
deuth.

Then, what Is the remedy ? Belence says
“Build levees upon its banks.” And so says
cummon sense, Regulate what you can-
oot destroy. Confine the stream to a limit
as narrow as will contaln ith flow, and keep
the dykes high and in order?

This I+ "hfsrh license” falsely sn called.
It is a levee upon the banks of the
stream, of which even those who use the
stream for finand 11l reasons can recognize
the need. Give us the levee, gentlemen.
And oh, give wimanthe ballot with which
to bulld it high and strong and we will
help you bulld right royally.




