BALLOTS AND BULLETS.

‘ ADAM PRESIDENT:~In present-
! ing my theme of Bailots and Buls
. {eta hefors this convention, I realize
the magnitude of my task, as I rise td
perform the most irkeome, and yet tha
{most necessary duty that has ever da-
‘volved upon me sitoe the beginning of
tmy public caresr In the Interest of wo~
!man's enfranchisement. 3

. It is an essy matter to addreds an
|nasembly fike this along the ilnes which
customn has made comparatively populaf.
‘But necsxstity now. dsmandas a devistion
Ifrom established usage; and (¢t has bee
(come the duty of an “humble  leader,"
‘coming from the confines of the far Pa-
!cjﬂc. whogs experience has compelled her
to discover that the present lines of
action, us epproved by a majority of our
beloved and respected co-workers on the
tEastern border, is nat the policy tor the
8reat Natione! Woman Suffrage Associa-
‘tlon te pursue to win. For this reason
(that humble leader must sound an alarm,

Bhe soes that our ships are belng scut--
'tled; #nd 'she would be recreant to every
dutyr to which her sacred obligation callg
'her did she hesltate to speak tha truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but -the
truttr; and that 1s what I ahall do to-
night, so' help me God!

‘1 confess. that I enjoy a controversy
with an enemy, I llke to puncture his pet
prejudices and play havoc with his hoary
‘sophistries, but, when I am called by the
sacredness of my trust, to differ from
frienda whaom I love, and show them that
thelr gzeal !a out-running their discre-
tion; ‘that their efforts ars -acting as
boomerangs to ‘batter down our ow
breast-works and lay them {n rulns at
our feet,” I reulize the perjl of _ my
position, and would gladly delegato.my
duty to another, {f one could be found
whe would undertake to perform it

You ure all aweare that the cause of
woman's enfranchisement prior to the
year 188, had made more rapid advance.
ment In the Pacific Northyesat than in
Any other portién of our great national
bailiwick.” When my work began, In
1871, there was not within all our horders’
a marrfed women who had a legal
right to own the ¢lothes that formed
even her bridal troussesw It is trye that
the ploneer women of the whole of
Oregon had enjoyed, from 1850 to 1852, the
priviloge of acquiring and possesaing In
thelr own right—when married—from 150
to 30 virgin acres of the public domain;
a right granted them undey the specifica.
tionm of a congressional act known ag the
Dionatdon Land Taw, And to thls law,
from whose henefit many men and wo-
men possess homes today, who would
otherwise be homelers, we doubtless owe
much of the spirit of fresdom among qur
women, ap well a8 much of men's respact
for our {nter-independence with {hem-
selves which, untll recéntly overthrown
by & new ides, was bringing us to the
ballot box as rapidly as Leglslative
whealq, could revglva. '

. Oregon {8 the mother 8tato of the Pa-
clfic Coast, and originally embraced the
present Btates of Washington, ldaho and
much of Montana. 8chnol suffrage was
Eranted to the women of Oregon, Wash.
ington and Idaho aimost without the ask-
ing prior to 1383, when full suffrage was
given to the women of Washington Tet-
titory by leglslative ensctment, amid wul.
most universal rejolicing.

It 1s & matter of hilstory that for 16
years prior to that enagtment, your hum-
ble speaker had traveled alone over Qre-
gon, Washington and Idaho, enduring
toil, hardshlp, privation, ridicule, sneers
and vituperation, and ateadily overcoming
all sorte of obatacles, It was through
theae exparlences that ‘I Jearned the
neceesity of using the same tact In deal-
ing with men, In all our work for bal-
lots, that Nations had long befors learned
to exhaust, when deallng with each other,
before resorting to force, or the argu-
meant of bullets.

Every woman knows she cannot rule
her own husband, The man who would
consent 10 be ruled by his wife would
be a0 .ponT  an excusa for manthood that
she wouldn’'t consider him worth cor-
ralling in the chimney corner after some.
body had driven hlm homers What s
true of men in. the abatract s squally
trus of men In the aggresate. Learning
‘this fact, 1 proceeded, very early In my
publle career, to make the most of it;
s0 I sald everywhere, “Gentlaman, In our
demand for the ballot, we are not sseking
to rule ever you. We only ask for our
enfranchlaement because we desirs free-
dom for . ourselves. We recognize wour
right to Hberty and the pursult of hap-
pineas, with yourselves as the only. proper
judges of your own metheds in that pur-
suit. And we most earnestly and respect-
Tully- demand & lke recogultion on’ your
part, of our right to the pursult of Itberty
-and happiness for ourselves, by mathods
of our own choosing, 50 long as they do
not conflict with your prerogatlves. o

The Daeclaration of Indapehden‘ce and”
the Preamble and constitution 'of ths
United States formed the basls of my
marny sermons throygh all those waegry
‘yeaars. If any other line of argument
had:been pursued, we should have made
no headway with our voters; for you
must yet jearn to bhear In mind, my sis-
ters, ons fact of which most women sesm
strangely to have lost sight; we can only |
secure our rlght to vote by and through
the consent of voters; and we have only
gone ahead in the prosecutlian of our case
whan we have succeeded 1n galning men's
consént, Whenever our demand for our
right to vats Is based upon an salleged
purpose to take away from men any -de-
gree of what they deem thelr llberties, or
own right of cholce we.slmply, throw '
baomeranga that recell upou our own |
heads, - Lo ¢ T

:Every woman who stands beh{nd .the |
prlugu bars of her npressnt political .em- |
virafimest, reaching her manacled hauds !
to men who hold the key to the locked .|
Kates of constitutional . law, . thropgh !
whigh she alane cap gsin hér liberty, apd |

says to'them, *Give us the ballot, and
we'll put down your whlsky!" only
aropses & thousand men to  say
by thelr votes, “Very well, -we
‘won't-——pive,—you'--the - - hallot,-- -and
that  wiil . settle ~ It! You shan’t
have {t at 811, If you are golng to use It
a8 & whip over us." .

“And right here, In the face and eyes
‘of- the -temporarily - Tashionable - fad -of-
prohibitign, I declare that, apg a tom-
perance woman, 1 am opposed to prohi-
bitlon  on principle, and always “haVve
been. T have raimed to manhood a large
famtly of sober sons, who have wended
thelr way to school and office, past the
drug store and the doggery, all thelr
lvas. 1 never preached prohlbitlon to
them &and never talked temperance In
thelr hear!ng. except occaslonally to say,
“Boys, You know that if you should go
astray the -world. would say it was your
motHer's fault. She has dared to deviate
‘tram_establighed .custom by publlely ad-
voorting woman's right to equality with
man belore the law, Men say boys are
what thelr mothera make them, and I ac-
cept. the verdict. If you go. wrong, your
mather will bear the full blame for her
4allure to make you what you ought Yo
have heen.” | \ :

Madam Preasident, that was aslways ar-
gument encugh! My bays needed no pro-
hibltary. law to keep them sober, nor will
the son offany woman whose gulding .star
Is llberty and self-dapendence, . I.have
aiways lsf{ money, xwestmeats -other
things that other people’s childgen might
bhe tempted to steal within my chlidren's
reach. I would say by word and deed,
“1 trust you,” and they wsre proud to
Trove worthy of the trust. It la liberty
that the motheras of chlldren need: than
responaibliity nnd sslf-dependence natue.
ally follow. But I recognise the right of
othars to hold dlifferent views, even It
wrong: and their right to exerclss thelr
‘oplnlons le as sacred to.me ss my own,
s0 long &3 they do net, by a mintaken
polley, ovarthrow a greater werk through
thelr sxcéss of seal. :

At tha tlme the “women of Washing-
ton Territory recelved enfranchizement—
on the 230 day of November, 1883, when
Governor Newell ajgned the suffrage bill
amld the mingled hallelujahs of Olym.
pia‘s xuns and hella—the Woman's Chris-
tlan  Tempernnce Unlon was of récent
orlgin upon the Coast and waa looked
upon hy the muss of our voters In tha
Paclfic Narthweat as belng quife as
harmiesp In lla way as the average wo-
man's prayer meoting, Its rank and file
were unot suftragiste. They had naver
Hfted voloa or finger to secure thelr right
te vots, but had often sat In the sanctu-
ary s«inglng “Where Is My Wandering
Boy Tonlght" when the llitla hoodlum
was kicking up & rumpus at my suffrage
meetings,, .

A constitutional amendment for extend-
ing the right of suffrage to women was
pending In Oregon at the time the women
of Washington wers enfranchised, and
great caution was needed. last by excess
of newly awakened prohibition xeal we
should scare the voters into ambush,
where, behind the coverta of the law,
they would be on the alert to strike us
down. 1 had already acented the lurklhg
danger that menaced us from the coverts
of the lilquor power—not llquor. sellers,
far thelr numbera are limited but llquor
buyers and drinkera, - who . comprise
everywhere the very large. majority of
the voters. HBo 1 came over, hare to our
Natlonal conventlon In 1884, apa by the
co-operatlon. of our. suffrage forces or-
ganized a ‘“‘still hunt” cempalgn of ‘our
own, through which I verily.believe we
would have been successful at the: Juns
election of that yesr If It had not bean
for the Woman's Christian Temperance
Unlons which, though feabls In Oregon,
wagy relnforced by lecturers from the
Eaat, who hald suffrage meatings of their.
own In the interest of prohibltion agl-
tators, which nulllfied our "stiii hunt:
method, and guite naturally aroused the
ballot-handed llquor league and its cone
stituenta, the voters, sgainat us aimost
as a unit everywhere. o .

T had previously made arrangements
with the Republican and Democratio
Central and county commlitieas of Ore-
gon by which, if the W. B. A -would
furnish ‘the ballots resdy printed they
would handle “yes' tickats In suoch &
way that falr play could ba secured -for
us . at the -hallot boxes, and thess com.
mittess In turn authorlzed the local com-
mittees of both purties to furnlsh banda
and -halla for the jmmense meatingy of
the campalgn that awalted me &t county
seats all over the state. I remember
such & mesting at Pendlelon, one of: our
principal Eastern Oregon towns. A
crowd had gatherod at the opera-house,
the band waa In attendance, vocal musls
by local tajent was provided, and when
the lecturs hour came I made my way
with _ great . difficulty  through the
throng, t4 - the. platform. Thers I wag;
met by the excellent. wife of -ihe
Congregationat minister, presldent of the
newly organized local . T U,
who had nevey attended a auffrage meet-
Ing. before in het life. . This lady Informed
‘me t Mra. Mary Clement Leavitt was
thery; - thay olm.had besn speaking for
yeveral eveningy:In'the church to & amall
W, C. T, U, atdlence,  and she wanted
her: to be h;‘m ‘Wefore leaving the town
by 4%6 cxantrdl Bublic.Thoush. 1. kpew
that'I would not at that time have been
allowed to speak on the W. C. T. U.
platform at all for fear 1 should asy:
“ballot,” 1. cauld not‘afford to vialate
a principls of liberty by checking freedom
-of speech on a. suffrage platform. 8o [
asked Mra, Leavitt to the seat Gesids |
me. Then after an hour's talk by mysslt
_on.. the_fundamentsl principles of » re.
ublican form of government,. durlng

foh men frequently tossed tholr hats
‘to the celling In token of thelr apprecia-
tion of . gut -cause, 1. introduced Mra
Leavitt (88, A alstingulshed - 'round the
world ambessador of the YWoman's Chris-
tlan Temperance Union who halled from
Boston.” Tha dear litlie one-ldead wo-
man ceme to the front and aald: “The
Woman's Christlan  Temperante “Unlon,
which "1 havé. the honor-to. reprasent, is
not & waman’s. suftrage association. XThe
‘vaat majority of our .women ars vehe-
mently. :opposed to woman's suffrage.
FThey -clainr-our-work “ls -devotional and
religious, while the woman's suffraga
work s, ag you know, potltical.. But our
léaders have learned, to bur gorrow, that
we can do very little toward securing

rohibjtory leglslation before Congress or

alslatures becaues women o not have
votes. S0 we gre gradually learning to
accept woman's suftrage as 8 zhort out
te prohlbltjon. : s

When the speaker took her asat the
band began. playing, and .the crowd
tiled sut, leaving that great audience
of voters two-thirda’ of 'whom  werd
probably full of whisky te thelr hecks,
to organise agalnat us secretly, whlen
they. did to sush purpese;, all over the
state, that when election day came, »
fow -weekn later, evéry man who could
he hought, cajoled or qro]udlced
against our amendmént was ‘voted, by
thelr orders, agalnst our unbajlotted
howts, whilo we 4at with “our handa
‘on our mouths and our mouths in the
dust,” In powerless despair, our work
of ,yearse .overthrown In a day, whlile
the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union remained ans benignantly, and
seif-righteously oblivious to’ the vuiln
1t had aroused ths enemy to Dbring
down upon our devoted heads as Mra..
Leary's cow. ’

But we xtlll’ had hopes for Washe
Ington Territory, where the women
had sscured full suffrage befors ita W.
Q. T. U. was out of Its- swaddling
‘clothes, Women were votery -In that
territory for ‘three and a half years.
uotwlthlt«ndlnf the fact that repeated
uniuccessfu] attempts to defeat them
were made by men-—attempty’ which
nobody could parry but those who
were acquaintad with' all the (eading
pollticians, and Knew every Inch of the
ground. It !z neadless to sxy to thls
conventlon that the attempts of lsad-
Ing /men &nd women tn secure & con-
stitutional oonventlon of woman suf-
trugists wan frustrated at this critical
perlod by the: untimely Invasion of
Mrs, Clara G. Colby and other aelf-im-
ported Eastern suffraglsts, who creat-
ed & "hurrah” campeign that ocom-
pleted the ruln the "'W. C. T. U, had
begun. - g

In January of 1886, when Waahlng-
ton was on the ave of atatehood, a lLeg-
{stature met which had been chosen
ot the elactjorr.of 1886, largely by
women's -ballots. Both polltioal par-
ties had lndarsed woman suffrage dur-
{ng the campaign, and the seourity of
the mearsure sesmed parmanent. ut
in the méantimse, the prohtihltion wave
that had arlsen in the East had swept
aver the weman and preachers of the
ofurches, and , designing' politiclans,
‘the kicked-outers -of other political
partles, " maesed themsslves among
them an [ts leaders. Clergymen who,
by the very nature of their calling, are
generally as (ull of impracticable bus-
Anesx mathods as Ingxperlanceqd womaen,
combined their forces all over the ter-
ritory; and they ssld to the Women's
Christian Tempsrance Unlon, whom
they patted, petted, paid and pralsed,
tiil 1t wis né wonder !t thoyaht itself
‘holiar- than the women  suffragists:
“Women are votera! Now is the time
to show. the world .what you gan do
with’ the ballot!* forgetting that no
ballot Is in force In any state at this
stage‘0of - human development unless
‘there.is » latent bullet behlpg It. , -

" The . Legislature convened at Olym-
pia o the very mldst of this exclte-
mant. apd the Woman's Temperance
Union, lad by an enthusiastls little old-
maid Jecturer from, Fenansylvanla, and
baeked:by the Natlona] Liquor League,
whish” worked Yhand and glove with §t'
xét?guqn' tt“'dldgnat;'hnow 1t), had ne

R gacuring just such pro-
h‘gm ory legislation, sx 1t asked For,
whanthrk men .who wanted it chuckled
aver. thelr .success as strategists.

At ib&t,ﬁmn mY.own home was over-
clouded. by (he tralling ‘shadow of the
wing of Axtael. My . beloved .only
daughtar wag In the last stages of a
tatal 11} Qﬂ.w my duty kept ma at
my darling’s ‘bedaide.  Womaen, wives
ot the. - bars “of. the Legisisturs In
somé Instagess, (wrote to me, saying
“The-~ Mup% 0. womisn sufirage 1§ be-
ing drawn Yhig s trap. Come over end’
help' us. to protait ‘Aggineg, thie proni-
bitlon movement,’ whith. {n  tNe guise
af_looal opdole will purely dsstrexy our
suffrages 1t [t is not checkmated.” I
answered, “Now is your tima to lead!
Checkmate thls movement whils thers
s yet time! [ cannot lsave my poat
at homel" But the hushands of these
women would not permit them to agt,
uniess [ would lead them, and receive
in my own breast all the barhed ar-
rows of the combined whisky and pro-
hibition elements. And, as [ could not
leave my post at home, And uvo other
woman gould be found who was will-
ing to meet the crisis, women's free-
dom went by defauit, and the fren-
ried (riends of prohibition were made
the cat's-paw of the liquor league at
fte witl, U

Need I tell the remuit? In every
recinat, no matter how the voté an
ocal option went, the women got the
blame. 1f w precinct went wet, prohi.
bition shriskers ecried ‘There, don't
yoy mee that women will not vote aur
way?* If a town went Ary, the men
who opposed prohlbition would say:
“There, we told you sa! The women
‘and the preachers are all fanatfcs to-
gether!” ) .

In the Spring of 1886, séelng the
denger thal threatened women's bal-
lots at the next territorial election, I
went to Walla Walla to sound the
alarm, But [ found a hoycott agalnst
me in all the churches, 8o I was com-
.peiled ta go to the residence of the
widow Mbrewer‘ from whose hus-
hand [ had former years ofien rent-
ed an opera-housc¢ for suffrege maot-
Ings, before church pulplts had heen
opened to women at all &

The brewer's widow at tirst Indignantly
denled my request. She sald, and mark
you, Madame President, there {s a leason
here: “When we came to Walla Waila,
the town was littla, and it was dead al-
ready, but my husband brought with him
ten thousand dollars. I earned mare than
halt o' dot money myself, & waghin' for
miners at Canyon City. But dot money
was not mine! De women had no rights! -
B my huaband, he start a brewery, He‘
buy the people's barley: he subacriba to
churches mnd bridges and scheolfiouses,
and by and by he bulld thls bre Yy, I
scolded, far I don’t ltke the bhuminess! It
is & nasty business! But what oould I
40?7 Woman had no rights. By and by
he dfe, and leaf me A morigags of. forty
thousand dollars. You know he helped
you for de woman's rights when the
churches wouldn't! When the law was
made I, too, ‘'wae glad: but now comes
prphibition! Women's votes will sbut up
my business. Interest will come due, I
cannot pay. Taxes will coms Que,. I cen-
not pay. By and by cqmex ‘dot Sherlft
and turns. me and my chlldrenin  the
 sireat, You oalls dot Christianity I'calle
{t robhery!l No, you can’t hat my hall.”

1 assured the woman =he greatly mia-.
took the spirit of Christtan wemen las 1
then understood {t), If she beilaved that
they intended to rnid or loot her mesans
of llvelthood. 1 told her we would gladly
help her to purene u different business, if
she would lat us; end { addad: "Come out
tomorrow nighy¥ and hear mo spesk lo
your hall, and [ wlll present your side of
the questlon to the women.” 8he an-
wered llke s flash: “You would not
are! Women would oatracisa ygu! You
don't know dot spirit!"”

T amaured her that 1 had dared greater
things, and after a littls parley 1 hired
her hall for two nighta. On the first
evening the hall was packed, In spite of
opposition meetings held by prohibltion-
ista In‘all the churchea. My theme wus
“Woman's Opportunity.” I told the new
vaters that the present conflict wae forced
upon them by the comblned efforts of
their friends, who were hiinded hy zeal,
and thelr enemies, who, alert from aelf-
interest, were determined to lead their
ballota i{nto & trap. In talling the story
of the hrewer's widow 1 added: “Last
night. after I had left her house, [ paused
on the sldewalk, under thie bloorming lo-
oust trees, and looked up at the moon-
light, shimmering through the leaves, and
lying {n tambent sheen on that brewery
& great pile of mortar and maaonry, held
down by that widow's mortgaga; and |
thaught ‘here is woman’s opportunity.’ 1f,
instead of joining men in thls confllct
for prohibition, which, even if succeseful
at the ballot-box, cannot be.enforced ex-
cept by bullets, you will utjlize your new-
1y acquired power by forming a corpora-
tian to huy or leuse that great bullding—
if you will convert It into & ¢annery, or
creamery, or both, and will give smploy-
ment that woman and -her children,
and to the wives and children of all the
men Iy your midst, whose neans of live-
lthood are now in jJeopardy, the fame of
your philagthropy and commen sense will
go out to other portions of our goodly
country and the success of your busineas
methods will inspire the voters of all
other states and territorles to emulate
the example of the mdn who gave YOu |
the baljot, Then, In due time, under the
"happy environment of & free motherhood,
& race of men will apring up who will not
be siaves to appetite, and prohibitlon will
die & natural death.”

This proposition took immensely with
the women that night, but the next morn-
ing's papers, aftar belng interviewed by
prohtbition agitaters, contained awfyl
criticlame under fluring scare heads, ag-
ousthg me of pandering to the llquor in.
teresta;  gnd ail the women of ths
ochurches, {except the leading euffragists,
whose protests were lost In the clamor,
, aocepted the story of a whisky-sogked,
red-mouthed probibition aglistor from
Portland, wha satd: “Mrs. Duniway has
#old out to whisky!' And the prohlbi-
‘tlonists coried, almost wlith one saccord,
“Awuy with such & woman from the
carth!" |

Dear rienda, why prolong the story?
That ex-brewer's widow stili runs her
dead hushand's ‘“nasty business’ The
men voters of Oragon and Waebington
st{)l drink intoxicatlng liquora whenover
&9 Inclined, as they dlways will, whother
women ynie or not; and the women ex-
voters of Washington find themaelves
with the iran gates of a stute constitu-
tlon shutting them out from the exercise
of thair llbertles, where they are laft to
chant mournfully, "“Whisky recovared |
from the fight; It was woman's vote that
died!"" R

As 1 conciude I must crave your ine
dylgence while I repeat an {lustration,
often uesd by myself in that memorable
struggle, because 1 fael that it potency
s yet to be réquired In other places, per-
haps for years Lo come, ere women lear
the in& and outa of one-sex politics,
againgt which they seek blludly to do bat-
tle with their own hands In manacles.

The story goes that 28 man waa walking
on the beach who came to a little bayou
leading from the ocean, up which a aal-
mon was struggling, favored by the tlde.
The man had a scythe on his shoulder.
‘The bayout waa so narrow that he could
step acroas {t; and with all hia mind on
the alert, ponsessed by the one idea \)v&\m
he must have that salmon then and fpge.
he brought down thie handle of his l{"./ﬂ
to knock the fiah upon the head, bu.l& g
eluded his blow and the blade of +ht
scythe camd down upon hls own acck
with such force that it severed his riad
from his shoulders. -

Dear Friends, lot us ssek firat the £
dom of liberty and Its power, thea ai
other hleasings shall be gradually asded
thereunto as fast ws they can be undi-
stood and assimilated hy a free pecpg
led by men and women who res’ae‘j
everybody's rights. )

{t in anything I have sald tonight I
have given any one of my. sincere ¢
workers & moment's patn, [ can only sx
I am sorry. but T must not withhold +
facts. In spite of our blunders, we awn
marching on. The flat has gone forvi,
and men and women together will e/ifs
be free.




