“Your will remember, friends, that whien [ last
atood before you I explained our work in the Ore-
kon Legislature from 1872 to 1880, T related how,
step by step, the grand good men of Oregon hul

ueeeded to our demands until our equal statutory
Crights and responsibilities with themselves hud
all been conceded, and T sald that the Teglslature
of 1682 weuld ratify the netion of the Leglslature
of 1880, which had pussed a resolutjon for o
. amending our State Consytution that the women
“ of Oregon might become possessors of their right-,
ful heritage—the elective franchise. - I am here
to<uight to rejoice with you over the fulfillment
of that prediction,

““The ppposition to Woman Suffrage hasall died
out mmong thinking gnep. They have learged
that women do not buse their plea for equul rights
upon any real or imxu{innl\ antagonism between
the sexes. They have learned that this moves,
ment is going forward in their interest quite as
much as in the interest of women, They know
that nll goml women appreciite amd honor every-
thing that s good and noble in men.  And woms-
i Know that men have rescued the earth from its
pristine wildness,  Men have felled the forests,
feneed the Tands builded the rnilways nd ridges,
vrected homes, seliool- honses wnd churehed,” nml
nde the world o unlufurmhlr plnee for women th
live in. llw roofs over our heads are the products
of their handiwork, " hey have not proved them-
selves our enemies, hut our friends. - And if any
man present wonll say that women are not the
friends of men—the best, indewd, that man can
| have—T would pause to nsk if the memory of his
own mother does not dissipate at onee all thought
of such n theory,  Remember, sir, that what your
mother was to you nll men's mothers are to them.,

“1am here to-night to speak to yon of the best
friends men have—their own dear, faithful wives
und- mothers. T am here to do what_I_ean to
awnken you to the justiee of our demand that
these best friends of men shall be allowed equal
rights with the song of women hefore the law,
The weeds of tyranny amd seltishness must be no
longer left to grow unehecked, ‘I'he abrasion of
comlicting Interests i« n necessary fetor in solve
ing the great problem of humane rights, Once,
years ago, when T owas in San Franelseo, during
one of my semi-unnunl visity to the mu‘lmpn'liu
while T was engaged in trnde, after a busy day in
the wholesule stores, T returned to my hotel, and,
retiring, fell into n -Jm‘p from iieh I was soon
awakened by the sotund of R8s F woman’s
voices in an adjoining room, between which and
my own there was u transom open.

“iio to sleep ! exelaimed a grafl voice, 'nml
stop your slack !

“How eun T sleep,’ replied n femining echo,
‘when T know 'l have to go home to-morrow
without the necessuries of life for myself or chil-
dren? The girls expect new shoes ed dresses,
and they've worked so hard all Sumpjer, and now |
you've hrought our huotter and eggs to town and
drank and gambled everything nway; and Pve
got to go back to the poor chiliren without even a |
paper of needles or pins orwspool of thread to use,” |

G Lo sleep ! was the emphatic response, fol- |
Towed by aowicked outh about w'womnn's tongue,’

“The man fell to snoring, and I eonld hear his |
wife weeping till a late, lnte hour,

SA\While listening to the womnn'ssobs, I thonght
of the rank weeds of tyranny nnd selfishiness that
hnd grown uneheeked in that man's heanrt till
they had choked out ol the whent ; and Lretleeted
tong npon the fuet that thers was in all Amerien |
o Caondie for thit fugdtive womun to flee to with
her Httle ones, no rodress exeept theongh the hor-
rible inguisition of the divoree eourt, - Awd 1 ore-
teeted thnt 1t thnt man had not been that woman's
hosband, s, Tustead of weeplng in unnvalling |
agony over the robliery of her own and ehildren's |
curnings, eould nnd would have had him nrrested
for ‘misapproprinting the proceeds: of her: tm'l'.‘w
Then | thought of the system of one-sided power
that mnade these things possible In the home,
where nbove nll other places under the sun there
should be equal and exnet justice. Thus by de-
grees did“the Infinite Futher open my eyes to |
facts that otherwise wonld have escaped my no-
tice. Girndunlly, throngh the evolution of thought,
the startling traths of the Declarmtion of Inde-
pendence eame home to iy swakened understand-
ing, till I saw through snd through the great net-
wark of government ; saw throngh it to the ballot-
box, where the sovereignty of the individoal first
finds expression,

“1 know that it is only in individual eases that
the weeds of tyranny und selfishness have choked
out every semhlance of justice in the human
home; nnd I also know that in o rightly ordereds
condition these weeds wonlid not be permitted to
grow uncheeked unywhere,

STt seems Lo me that the time for argument has
passed. This movement haw progressed until all
the libgpty-loving men of Oregon have seen the
Justice of our plea, wnd they are coming to the
rescue in battulions now, They see that a gov-
ernment, however eorrect it may be in theory,
which s administered upon the one-sexed plan,
necessarily fulls short of its highest possibilities.
A one-suxed government lslike a one-sexed home,
1t is n bachelpr's hall on a big scale. And while
it is true that.men's hearts ure right toward wom-
en, It I8 equally true that we cannot hope for
a Just government, where one-half of the people
—the home.muking element—are denled n volee
In makivg the lnws which vitally concern them,
and the power to cluanke snd purify the moral at-
mosphere Immedistely surrounding their homes, |

It you tell me thut bad women will control the |
government, I must reply that they countrol it
now, and that Is what we complain of. The wom-
an whose hughand gambled saway her earnings
way not a bad womsu, or she would have taken
advantage of ‘the immoral econditions tlmt. men
allow, und woulid have secured, in spite of law,
temporal rights by  sacrifice of honor, instend of

taking refuge behind umwalllnx tears, \[enlmvu
never been suclesxful In remanding hud wnmen to
back  seats—unless “ goad women were nrouml
This is to be the work of women ; and woman
will never reach her highest and best: position till
she has learped to take interest not, only In her
own home, where everything that ennobles life
must originate, but also In the moral and political
utmogphiere that surrotnds her home, The mother
who has Instilled good precepts in the mind of her
son at home too often sees her work of years over-
turned in one evil hour by the bad associations.
outside of home. Gritdually with womun’l free-
dom will come the pbwer to right these wrongs. 2

“But I am not going to make a speech,  Hon.,
€. W. Fulton, who has promisedl to speak Iajer In
the evening, is now busy at court; but I want to
sny before hecomes that tohim belongs the credit’
‘of champlioning the pending amendment In the
‘State Senate of 18 And while he is engaged
elsewhere, T am happy to state that another gen-
tleman who is present will oceupy the platform—
Hon. B, F. Dennison, ex-Chief Justice of \Vuh-’
ington Territory. L5605

“When Oregon and Wm«hlngtdn were geognph-‘
ically one, Hon, Samiel R. Thurston, an Oregon |

Representative in Congress, set the grenl. queutlon
of equal rights in motion by necurllig the passage
of the Donation Land Taw. Oregon and Wash-.
ington are yet one In’ “Interest. They unnogbo
otherwlise, since they are joined . locethor by the
pulsing arteries of our mighty Columbia River,
The enfranchisement of Washington's  women
will doubtless.be accomplished by her next Leg-
islature—wlhile she is yet a Territory, Oregon,
being a Stafe, must leave the final solution of this
great problem to what is ealled the popular vote,
" “The gentleman from Wuhlpgton already al-
luded to will now speak for himself. I have the
honor to introduce Judge Deg\mlnonv" A




