On this, the occasion| of the elghth annusl and
seventh anniversary-meeting of this organization
we are copvened under more than ordinarily fa-
. vorable circumstances, A retrogpectof sevin jesrs
ago recalls & doubiing, trembling hopiog, few ot
us who met and orgamized for the pur : of pro
moting the' cause of ‘liberty. while all the rest of
the swate and city lnoked on inthe spirit of ridicuie
and opposttion. Now| our associanlion numbers
. wmong ils gent!emen friends) and co- workers cler
gymen cditors, authord, lawyers. physicians, judges,
iransportation monopolists, tankers senators, rep-
‘resentatives, professors of |colleges, siate leg-
islators, artisis and | artisans or every class ;
while among the woman wao &ra openly allied to
the cause ure physiciags, teachers, artists and ia
borers ot every order, and last, but by no means
least, the great army|of workers without wages
‘who dwell in the homes of high and low degree ;
the reading, thinking, reasoning mass of women,
who have learned o apprecidte the value of a per
sonal voice in making and directing the laws and
usages of the government whicn they are person-
ally taxed to sustain, wnd to! the power of which
they are held amenpable If they broak a law which
they are denied u voice in makiog. Protected and

offiders ana member. , repeatediy held conveuntinns,
aadressed legislatures, ana regularly pressnted pue
ttions und memorials for both stae and federhl
confideration, which have in all cases been favor
biy received. While our d2mands have not yet
secured for vapoltti~al equality, thay have s curéd
larger opportuuities for womeun in educailonal, in
dustrial and - profeasional pursaits We have
achieved in many jnstances wil we have asked iu
regard to the sccial antl ciyil rights of wife, mother
end widow ; and we especlially congratulate our-
selves upon the increes:ng respect therw is ¢very
where eapressed for the final re nition
of the one right that (neluacs all others—the right
(o vote. 4 he right to vote on tchool questions has
alreacy becn grented, and wowen are attually
yottng therenn Married women'’s *sole trader
bills” and married women’s ‘| property -bius”
have been passed by the legisiature. | Gentlemen
of |distinctiou in isw, théology 'and letters now
conkider it an honor to advocite our equal claims
with themselyes to the inﬂieﬂable righes ot ** life,
liberty and. happiness,) | i
' Glanciug from our own state over the other por-
tious of tms vygst unton, we ricugnizs with p.ide
the ract that when opportunity was grauted them
by thefr l¢gslatur.s, 4,000 men voted: for woman
suftrage i Michigan, 9070 in Kansar, 6666 in Coio-
raao; 26,468 in Minuesota in mvor of women's vot-
ing on temperance; and women are not only vot
ing on the school ques fon in V:egon, but in Kan-
sas, Micbhigen, Miuneésoln, Colorado;, California,
New Hnmkpah.re aud Massachusetts. ‘Che Minnpe
sota legislnture, at its last session, pussed a resolu
tion/ urglog congress 1o sabmit & 1xteenth ame, d-
ment fur woman suffrage Such a bill is now pend
ing In tho Iowa legislature, and his already passcd
the lowa house. P ¥ .

In the Unlited Smul sennte petitions for a six.
teentn umpndment, duciaring sutfrage based upon
citlzenahip withont disyuetivn ot sux, aud memo-
riald praying for the removal of fndividual wom-
en's poritfcal disabilities, have been lately pre-
sunteéa by Wm. Wheeler, vice president of ths
United' biates: Mr. Beok and Mr, Willlams, of
Kentucky/; Mr. allison ang Mr, Kirkwood, of
lows; mr. Dawes, of Masspchusetts; Mr, Fer-
ry, of 'Michigan; | Mr. Kernan, ot New
York ; Mr. Peudleton, of Uhio; Mr. Conk-
ling, of | New Yurk, Mr. Davis, of Illinots,
Mr, Authony, of Rhode Islaud, Mr, Baldwin, of
Michigae, Mr. Voornees, of Indiana, Mr. Saun-
derr, of lebraska, Mr. Farley, of Cailtorniae, Mr.
Vest and Mr. Cockrell, of Mitsourt, Mr. Paddock,
of Nebraska, Mr. Bouth, of California, Mr. Burn-
side, of Khode Island, Mr. Wallace, of Pennxylva.
uia, Mr, McPnerson, of New Jersey, Mr. Ccameron,
of Pennsylvauia, Mr, 'Hour, of Massachusetts, Mr.,
Plumbd of Kansas, Mr., McDonald, o, Indians, Mr,
Hamlin, of Maine and ‘Mr. Thurmun, of Ohto.
We live in hope thatlour own Senator Slater will
soon follow the example of his {llustrious prede-
cessOrs. (Women are as tully enfranchised as men
in Wyoming, aud 48 nearly sd &s any man tu Uwh
who s not & Mormon.) | ‘

congress has passea a bill in both housas, by
overwhe.ming majorities, admitting woman to
praciice 1aw before the supreme court'ef the Uni-
d olates, aud it is manifestiy absurd to aamit
them.’to plesd cases involving imporiant interests
beiween man and |-mau ' besore: tho high-

them the rigat'to & volce iniclosing & daram shup

chisement of Women were heard daring the torty-
fiftn congress by the cumnmittee on privileges-and
elections, and the arguments thus presented were
prinied 1n| the Congréssional Record. The torly-
mXxih congress contsin¥ an unusually large pro -
poruon of new representatives, fresh frum the
ple, ready for the discussion of new issues, who
ave, 88 you have seen alrcady manifested ® just
spirit toward tne repested appeals of women citi-
zens for political recogniusn, | From the very oirth
of our nation, gifted women ! like Abigail Adams
and Lucretia Mott, inspired by the grand principles
Of & free government 88 expresseq in the declars-
tion of indepeudence, ‘have beea asking that the
rights of women ws ciuzens jof the repabile e
granted. Tae history of the wnailon during the
past.iwenty yeurs has educated women iuto vroad-
er 1deas of indavidual citizénship and personul
liberty, and taught them the Wiy Lo attatu poli-
cal equallty by naudonal' legislaiion. The
Alrfcan  race was  enfranchised by & co. .
stintional amendmenl, and placed in politica
|supremauncy over the teachers, trainers, wives and
imothers of statesmen. Women now demand a 16;h
smendment tnat shall pla¢e them on terms of
equality =s law-makers, with the men of every
Lluss, color and degree, to whose power they are
held in abeyance, and whose rale they are taxed
to sustain. Qur worst stumbiing block hitherto
has been the timidity of women, mistaken for ap
athy by husbands sud other opponents of ublic
ttation -2 timidity that has kept many of them
:fuor from the work fn' which they are so much
needed. Thesc conventions will go far towards
breakicg through the trammels of custom and
placiug such wowen {n the front of tue ranks—
‘women whoss du!({. ghuged| by their talents and
| inclinations, would 1

mels that have held them back A realization of
individual liberty, of complete equalis with those
around us, and 8 consciousness of perfect freedom
to agt acoording. to our high«t conceplion of duty,
‘alone can give the highest impulses for the devel

opment of & nuoble character. [ would by no
means underrate the Important duties of wife-
hood and motherhood, . I fain would see all
men and women lcarn to tinderstand thata WO~
man who does her duty only nsa wife and mother,
fulls also {n that duty;julm |88 much as any man
would corresponaingly full({n all things. if he
only djd his dut{‘u & hutband and father, forgel-
ful' of other ob gltionh (¢qually . important, be-
csuse lucluding these) that be owes to society and
the commonwealth, Qur demaud for Paniou.l
and political liberty ahd résponsibllity , involves
the same .principle that underlies the foundation

of & free' government' for men. Every woman
shoald bear in mind that injustice to one woman

s lujostice to all, - Instead of forming o'ubs for the
study of Greek art, hdathenn mytho ogy and wmi.
. crosopic | ‘investigations,. women should form
ligerty. clubs, ana deyote their sp:re time to in-
vesligating  the service of government and the
general good of the whole people, This is the
primal object of these ‘conventions. lLet our ses-
sious be earnest, harmonious and spirited. I am
happy to anneunce that we |have the material in
resqgers for agrand intellectual, logical and mu-
sical treat; andg I shall place the same in the
hands of the commiuee on! programme, with a
confident feeling that they will dv their duiy. So
shall a report go out from this convention that,
by theaid of the public press, shill awaken thought
in every commuaity waere the influence of types
is felt.  Women in lonely fartn houses will reaq of
our work and take courage | Men in the market
places will piuse and read and commend. School
children | will discuss the quesiion, and every-
where it will gain added impetus through your
deliberations. 2

sustiained by this association, we have, through our |

€5t wribunal in  the land, aud yet dqeny

or erecting u town pump. Appeals for the enfran-

ong ere this have ptaced them '
in the lead but for the socis! and domestio tram- -




