'|argurssnts thus presented were prioted

‘|and organized for the pu-pose of pro-

lportunities for women In eJucational,
Lindustrial and  profcestonal pursuite |

STATE BUPI‘RAGE SOOIETY.

RIGUTI ANNUAL NEETING OF 1HE OREGON
WOMAN sUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION,

The officers and delegates of the Ore-
goon Btate Woman Suffrage Association
met at 1:30 o'clock 1. M. on Tuerday,
the 10th inst.,, at No. 95 Norih, Front
street, the residence of the President,
Mrs. A. 8. Duniway, who called the|
meetlag ¢o order and offered the follow-
ing addresa:

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,

Ou this, the occasion of the eighth
annval and seventh anniversary meet-
ing of this organization, we are cou-
vened under more than orlinarily fu.
voreLle circumstances. A retrospect of
seven years ago recalls a doubtiug, |
trembling, hopiug few of us who met

moling the enuse of liberty, while all the
rest of the State and elty looked on o
the spirit of ridicule nnd opposition.
Now our Associstion numbers among
Its gentlemen friends and co-workers
clergymen, edltors, authors, lawyers,
physicians, judges, trunaportation ma-
nopolists, barKers, SCDALOrA, represen-
tatives, professors of colleges, State leg-
Islators, artista and artisans of every
clars ; while among the women who nre
openly allied to the cause nre prhysis
cianm, teachers, artists, and lnborers of
every order, aud last, but by no means
leant, the great ariny of workers witlhiout
wapes who dwell o the homes of high
and low degree—the reading, thinking,
reasoning muws of women, who have
learned to appreciate the valus of a per-
sonal volee In making and directing the
laws and usages of the government
which they are personnliy tazed to nus:
taln, and to the power of which they
are held amerablo If they break a law
«lich they are denled a volee In mak-
i Protected and sustaloed by thin!
Ass 2lation, wo have, through ovr oM.
eern and members, repeatedly held con-
ventions, addressed leglslatures, and
regularly presented petitions and me-
moriala for both Ntate and Fedeoral con-
elderation, which have In all cases been
favorably recelved. While ourdemands
have uot yet secural fer us political |
equality, they have sccured targer op

We have achileved in many Instances
all we haveasked in regand to the soelal
and civil rights of wife, mother and
widow ; and we especially congratulate
ourselves upon the Increasiug respect
there Is everywhern expressed for the
floal recognition of the one right that
Includes all others—the right to rote,
The right to vote on school queations
has already been granted, and women
aro actoally voting thereon. Married
women's “sole traders Lills"” and mar-
ried women's “propACItihills’ hiave
been parsed by the Legislature. CGen-
tlemen of distinction in law, theology
and letters now consider It an honor o
advocnte our equal claiins with them-
selves to the inaliennble rights of “life,
liberty and huppiness.”?

Glancing from our own State over the
other portions of this vast Union, we
recognize with pride thie fact that when
opportunity was granted them by their
Legislaturex, 40,000 men voted for
Woman Suftrage in Michigan; 9.070 in
Kansas; 6,666 in Calorado; 26468 in
Minnesota in favor of women’s voting
on temperance; and women are not
ouly voting on the school question in
Oregon, but iu Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Colorado, California, New
Hampshire and Massuchusetts. The
Minnesota Legisiature, at its Just ses-
sion, passed a resolution urging Con-
gress to submit A Sixteenth Amend-
went, for Woman Suﬂ"mge Such a bill
is now pending in the Tnwa Lo gislature,
and hasalready passed the lower House.
In the Unitad States Senate, pelitions
for a Sixteenth Amendment declaring
suffrage based upon citizenship witl:out
distinction of sex, and wemorlals pray-
ing for the removal of individual wom-

jen's political disabilities, have been

lately presented by Mr. Wheeler, Vice-
President of the Uunited States; Mr.
Beck and Mr. Williams, of Kentucky ;
Mr. Allison aud Mr. Kirkwood, of JTowa ;
Mr. Dawes, of Maussachusetta; Mr.
Ferry, of Michigan; Mr, Kernan, of
New York ; Mr. Pendleton, of Ohio;
Mr. Conkliog, of New York ; Mr. Davis,
of Iiilnois; Mr. Anthony, of Rhode
Island ; Mr. Baldwin, of Michigan ; Mr.
Voorhees, of Indiana; Mr. Saunders, of
Nébraska; Mr. Farley, of Californios ;
Mr. Vest and Mr. Cockrell, of Missourl ;
Mr. Paddock, of Nebraska'; Mr. Booth,
of Callfornia; Mr. Burnside, of Rbode
Island ; Mr. Wallace, of Peuvsylvania ;
Mr. McPherson, of New Jersey; Mr.
Cameron, of Penusylvania; Mr. Hoar,
of Massachusetts; Mr. Plumb, of IKan-
sus; Mr. McDonald, of Indiana; Mr,
Mamlin, of Maine; and Mr. Thurman,
of Ohlo. Welive in bhope that our own
Senator Slater will soon follow the ex-
ample of his illustrious predecessors.
(Women are as fully enfraochised as
men in Wyomlng, an+d as nearly so as
avy man iu Utah who Is not a Mormou.)

Congress bas passed a bill in both
Houses, Ly overwhelming majorities,
admitling women to practice law before
tbe Supreme Court of the United States,
and it is manifestly absurd to admit
them to plead cases involviog import-
ant iulnrests between man and man be-
fore the bhighest tribunal in the land,
avd yet deny them the right to a voice
in clesing a dram-shop or erecting a
town pump. Appeals for the enfran-
chisement of women were heard duriog
the forty-fifth Congress by ths Commit-
tee on-Privileges and Electicos, and the

in the Jongressional Record. The forty-
sixth Uougress contains an unusually
large proportion of new Representatives,
fresh lhom the people, ready for the dis-
cussion of new issues, who have, as yon
have seen, already manifested a just
lplr.t toward thé ‘repeated appeais of
women cKizens for pollical recognition. |
From ! lho,nry birth. of ,cur nation,

gifted wumen’'like Abigail Adams and
Yoerstia Mott, Ipspired by the grand
prigeipies of a free government ag ex-
pressed iu the Declaration of Independ-
etcs, bave been asking that the rights
of wornen as citizens of the Republic be
granted. The hislory of the nation dur-
iug the past twenty vears has educated
womten into broader idens of individual
citizenship and personul liberty, and
taught them the way to attain political
equality by uational legislation. The
African race was enfranchised by a
constitutional amendment, and placed
in political supremacy over the teachers,
trajivers, wives aud mothers of states-
men. Women now demand a Sixteenth |
‘Amendmeul that shall place them on
terms of equality as law-makers with
the men of every class, color aud degree,
to whose power they are held in abey-
‘nnce, aud whose rule they are taxed to
sustain.  Qur worst stumbling-block
hitherto has been the timidity of wom-
en, mixtaken for apathy Ly husbands
‘and other opponeuts of pubiic agitation
—altlinidity that has kept many of them
‘uloof from the work in which they are
0 much weeded: These conventious
will go far toward breaking through the
tramuels of custom and placing such
women in thoe front of the ranks—wom-
¢n whose duty, gnuged by their talents
and Inclinations, would long ere this
have placed them in the lead Lnt forthe
socinl aud domestic tramuiels thut have
beld them back. A realization of Indi-
vidual liberty, of complote cquality with
those nround us, aud & consciousness of
perfect freedom to act aceording to our
highest conception of duty, slone csn
glve the highest Impu'ses for the devel-
opment of & noble character. * I would
by no mennn underrate the imporiant
dutles of wifehood and motherhood,
But T faln would see all men and wom-
et denrn und vnderstand that a woman
who does her daty only as a wife niil
mother, fatls alsn lo that duty qulte as
muchus any man wonld eorrespondingly
fall bov all thivgs, If be only disd his duty
as & bLusband aod fatber, forgetful of
other ohligations (equally lmportaut,
becatuse lncluding theee,) that he owes
to soclety aud the commonwealth. Qur
demand for personal and politieal liberty ‘
aud responsibility Involves the -..mr.
weinciple that underlies the fuundation | !
ol n (ree government for men. l-reryl
womati should bear 1o mlnd that It juc-

tlee to vne woman Is Injustice 1o all. 0
lustead of forming elube for the study

of Gireck art, beathen mythology amd

microscople luvestizations, women

should form liberty clubs, and devnte

thelr spare time to Investigating the

sclence of government amd the Krneral
kool of the whole people. Thie 1s the
primal objrct of these conventions, [Lat

our sesslons be earneal, harmonlous and

spirited. | am happy to announes that

we have the material 1 readiness for a

grand lntellestual, logleal and musical

treat | and [ aball pluce the same in the

bhauds of the Committee on Programme,

with a confident feeling that they will

do their duty. 8o shall a report Ko out

from this Conventlon that, by the ald

of the public press; shall awaken

thought in every community where the

lufluence of types is felt; women in

lonely farm-bouses will read of our

work sud take courage; men In the

market places will puuse and read and

commend ; school childreu will diseurs

the question, and everywhers it will

gain added impetus through your delib-

erations,




