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| - ‘ PorTLAND, Fab, 11th, 1579,
The Oregon State Wartlian Suffrage Asso-
ciation met at the parlors 6f Dr. Agnes
Burr, at 11 olclock Al M. The president, |
Mrs, Abagail Scott Duniway in tho chair.

Minutes ‘previous sdssion read and ap-
{ proved, after which lhol president delivered
her annual address, Y :

Dr. C. A, Casto, of .\'Lw Iira; was called
out, who gave a brief HYut fitting speech in
favor of wowmen's anI'njmhimmmm.

Remarks relative to the worlki of the agso-
ciation were otlerad by Mrd. C. A, Coburn
and others, l ‘

On motion, the presitlent| appointed the'
followiag committees: |~ On programme—
Mrs. C. A, Coburn, W, 41. Ll McCord, Mrs,
Augury Resolutions—Ir. Ji Uasto, M. A. |
C. Edmunds, Mrs. IL| A. Loughary; | INi- |
nance—Mrs, N. Hembres, Dr, Agnes Barr,
B. C. Duniway ; Musid—Mrs. D, W, Pren-
tice, Miss Ida Leslie, Prof. Clark.

On motion the secretary was auvghorized
to furnish copies of thpse - minutes to the
daily gipers, ih respbnse to invitation
from editors. ' s

Adjourned to 2}g n'(-lk)('k,

H. A, Lovairany, Sec'y.

Thao pr‘(widﬂnf delivdred [the following
address: ‘

Tothe Oficers and Membeys of the Oregon State
Womun Swfrage Assoelalion, Greeting : :
Six years ugo this magrning=I have good
reason tp remember thp occasion well—an
earnest and devoted baxd of humun rights ad-
vooates hr:{\'ml the then popular storms of rid-
lenle an tll the shafls of] ignorance und prej.
udlee, and met In this elly, parsgant to acall
from your Ymsnnt. executiive and many othery
and formed the nucleus of this state associn-
| tlon, which hasg grown from’ that undaunted
I beginning into a well orggnized and successful
soclety that enzaxes the rFespectful attention,.
of all the prominent citizens of the common-
wealth, i. ‘

| |

On thig, thevsixthh anniversary and seventh
annual gathering of oursplves togethar, I am
proud to welcome these viterans [n our ranks
who have been with us from the beginning.
The iden of woman's politichl enfrunchise-
ment, which six years sgo was k0o new nnd
stranga "and consequent obnoxious to the
unthinking masses, I8 now no longer opposed
by any save the extremely timid, or naturally
tyrannichl. Among the |earned and philane
thropie we count opur frignds In the state by
,thousands; and of the few who yet oppose us,
p majority will doubtless he convinced of the
correciness oft our ¢laims |before the ]abors of
this association shall cloge. ) R

Of course there I8 a class{nlwaysnumerically
large, of./thé Jgnorant and vicibus who yet ar.
ray themiselves agalps. the iden of woman's
freedom.| Thesa willonlylyield to the trreprese
sible current ef human acktiny, Ourobje® in
holding these meetings s o awaken agitation
and theroby continue thp work of educating
public sentiment through censequent investi-
gation. Our labors are nn{longer ignored, bur-
lesqued or -ridiouled. The best men in the
state ure Aimong our outdéppken allies, and but
for the opposing vete of the unthinking und
ignorant, to whose flat we pre compelled to re-
main 1z gubjeétion yet a liktle longer, throngh
power of | the one-sided bajlot, thare would be
no need of this conventlod, | |

Since this Assnclation Begen Its organized
existencg wé have held, besides tho rix annuai
meetings/previous to this ¢ne, four special or
“ealled gxeeﬂum three in Halem, during the
different blennial Iexls!au o sesnions,and one,
last summer, in Astoria, Thesameetings have
always %fn held with & Ylew to Influencing

legisiation on behalf of the bést interests of
women, jnd through her,jthe best interests of
our common-humanity. 8 a society we have
never bedn ad vyooatex of only wonan's rights,
Qur mission his been browder than this: nngd
‘our plaiform has known np sex, and acknowl-,
edges na principle save| the inherent and-
priceless pne of indivicual lberty. 4
As an Associntion we hay mf srome sort of

fora each s he' legislature
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a body. During that session, every bill fobthLe
romotion of woman's irjterests, jwhich was
gronght up for consideration, was passed al-
most without nbjection. YWomen 'were! made
voters on all school questipns und -road inter
ests; and thelr Individual properly rights were
Just as nearly secured to'tpem by Inw us legis-
iative) actiop ean seeure them to any claes.
which 1s denled personal répresentation,
‘' But,though 1 remained|at:the capltal, as
your executive, during two-thirds of the entire

house for smending the Constitution by strik-
ing out the woird ‘*‘male” from {ts' code .of
rights, the faiiure resulting from the dewire of
our friends to pass the other bills above men-
tioned before reaching this one. Col. N. H.
Gates, of Wasco, who had ptharge of this bils,

arposely held it back untjl the others should
ge passed; and then, though some unlooked- |
for parliamentary technlcallty ‘about the [
time for | introducing naw bills, this one
aflecting the .political rights af women, was
tabled for the term, In ¢ mgzny with many
others. I was disappointel, but I could not
help myself orthis associatioh. | Wanre there-
fore compelled to possess our sotls in what
patience we can command| till aunother bien-
nial session, in the:meantime neéver halting in
our arduous work of cduca}l:mlhe people to'a

higher sense of justice andjequlty. | |
The cause has made rapld progress through-
out the nation during the past twelve-month,
The recent national eonvgation In Washing-
ton was both succersful and popular,
Newspapers, always an pxponent of public
sentiment, nre devoted to Lhe' work; and are

multiplying and belog well sustained, The
Woman's Journal of Boston/ Massachiusetis, the
National Citizen of S8yracuse, New York, the
Mirror of Deaver, Colorado, ang ourown New
| Northwest are’ circulated weekly among hun-
' dreds of thousands of Intelligent reanders.
' Conventions are held anndally in every state
in the union, and subérdinnted soclieties
abound In different counties In every stata,
The leaders area women with c¢haracters and
reputation beyond reproagh. They have out-
lived calumny and trampled over suspiclons,
‘Their names are legion. |CLucretin Mott and
Mary Green, Lucy Stone and Mary A. Liver-
mors, Dr.Clemence Logien and Lillie Dever-
feux Blake, Elizabeth Cady Stantonand Susan
B. Anthony, Miss Lockwooil and Phoebe Conz..
| zins, Clara N. Foliz, Laurd De Force Gordon,
Mary A; Colling and ~arall L. Knox, are-only
a very few of the mnore prgminent ladles en-
gaged in the work outsidg of Uregon, whose
devotion to duty has alresdy rendered their
names immortai, i d
A mighty army of workers, conspicuouvs
among them being many grand and noble
men, crowd our rank snd| file, whose steady
progress, |ike the march Of agreat army, |s
rlowly and surely bearing our leaders on to
victory. | i 3 | . 3
Every woman who wlelds a pen or elevatos
ber voice in publie, whethher her mission be
that of teacher, preacher, actress, doctor,
clerk, artist, architect, editar, or orator, {8, may
be unconsgciously to herse|f but none the leas
surely, occupying her placq in the great phal.
anx of figures that demonstrate niighiy prob.
lem of what women can do. 8Solne of these
may be apathetic, and othprs eved-Muy snear
at the ploneers who are hewing the way to
their success, but thelr ignorance or injustice
will make/no difference tha final result,

Every thinker knows that but for this woman
movement.not one of these would malntain
her place; and but far it not one of them would
even have secured aught. This work will gb
on till the| victory 18 completed. And, to the
end that' lberty and justide may everywhere
triumph over every specles of tyranny and
Wrong, let us work togetherd with a hearty good
will to remove from the ha hds of “?oman eve-
;y shackle of opprosaton, |and when this is
umm the bezinning of a ngw era.shall dawn
i Pon a government that 1s |then lo bacome, as

tof right jought to b
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