Poothe Otticors anel Mot i al the Crvegon Ntate Woanetn Sef-

Feetgs Aot biom, grveling :

Sivee st wee et in this deliberative body, the most e
Bortant progressoever vet attained in the prosecution of the
Association work hus been maade,

Washington Territory, wif{t-h‘ has from the beginning of
theagitation of the griat quedtion that convenes us shired

Cequally with Ovegon in all that has been done toenfrian-
chise one-half of the people, no longer ficures among exist- |

]

ing powers as a supplian‘. The ban of disfranchisement

——hns-taHen—fromthe stonlders of her women, representa- |
Clives of whom are amony us to-day, clothed with the equal
- political power which came to their sons unasked fas soon

s they had reared them to the age of 21 years:

In struggling to secure the final recognition of political
rights to the women of Washington; I found {1 NECeSSNry
fo canvass the Territory over and over for upward of
twelve yvears, holding meetings everywhere, traveling by
stage, rail, steamer, and often afoot among the people,
‘holding meetings in cities, precinets and villages, speak-

| ing sometimes in churches, sometimes in sehool- -hguses,

sometimes in court-houses and publie halls, and when, nx
ovecggionally happened, all these were closed agninst me
hecause of existing prejudiers against the canse, nddress-
ing the public in bar-rooms and offices of hotels, meeting
cllwmnr.cm-nwum Lotten, but_encounteriig-a-gootly degreoa
[ of Kindly asutmuw in all parfs of the country, and in
every case circulating the New Norruwesrt and “writing
up® the different loealitios in-editorial letters, that the pit-
per and Its contents would be sought for and read and com-
mented upon long after 1 had gone to other telds. To one
who has not truversed these vast regions thus Imrrlmll_\_'

0 niden of thelr
muagnitade, nor eh u person imagine the hardships
connected with the work, But the eause grew and pros-
pered, and  each succeeding session of the Legislature
showed merked progress sinong the' pmopla-u representas
tives, until nt Inst the work was finished by the nssembly
of 1855 nnd the immortal wet that enfranchised the women
of the State that is to bear the name of Washington, and
thus make her the “ mother of her donntry ,” renched fix
climax when Gover erpor Newell signed the suffrage Lill
ambd the mivgng hallelujubs of booming guns and ring-

Cing bells, In Oregon the work has Kept more than esen

pace with Washington, though, by virtue of her State goy -
ernment, she has o longer road to travel, ant we can only

reach the goal of our smbition by n more elreultous ronte.

The i long, Inborions, petient canviss hias boeen me mm

here as there, .lntl the same obstacles have heen et und

Lovercome in carrving on the work., Distributin my own

|

Lhors ahroad equadly on both sides of (he ‘olumhbin River
I have traveled cach Year ooy thousands of miles, 'nul

Cspoken in each geographical division an aver: e ol seventy

|

|

I times per year, during a period of twelve and o half veurs

duration, making, at a low extimate, 1750 public specehex,

Por nearly five years steady work, counting 3655 days to the

yYear and making no discountdor Subrburtbrs,— - -
I need not tell you of the able work of our worthy Presi-

Cdent, who has so graphieally spoken for herself, exeept in

i

corroboration of her ntterances, We have had from the
first no fund to back us, hut have gone forth from post to
pml i pursuiance of uur duty, relyving for support on the
merits of our growing cause, .

Some months ago I econeeived a plan for raising a fund
for the (-nmim: campaign, which, though not yet ready for
geniral publh-utiun ix satisfue torily explained to all who
will aid it.  And, although the plan is thus far Qatte ringly
suecessful, it is t'nlnpur.!ti\'t'l\' in its Infaney, and eannot
reach fruition till after my return from W ashington City,
where [ am to go at onee to attend the sixteenth annual
convention of the National Woman Suffrage Association,
whh-h meets March 4th, 5th and 6th at the tedera) capltal,

--lmmcdinbciy—aﬂvr—mv return (about April Ist), the eam-

paign will begin in earnest. We must hold meetings in
every precinet, and llu-mlh snow the dountry’ over with
campulgn documents. :

We are more than gratified at the success nttemlant upon
our work thus frr.  Leading politicians of all parties are In

perfect accord with our movement, and are. working-whh

and for us with the Intent to wing The movement stands
anlone upon its own merit. The question with us is not one
of expediency, but of righ!. We do not ask any m.m 1o
give up his political or partisan bias, his relizioustor non-
religious views or his tempergree or anti- lmn]wrun(‘o
jdeas.  All we ask is that when he casts his vole next June

he will vote “Yes" upon the Woman Suflrage- Amendment,
which says, ulmpl\ grandly and explicitly, “The right of

suffrage shall not hereafler be prohibited in this State on
account of sex.” our _Iwh:hlmr\)n'utm»n across the Colum-
bia are watehing us from their vantage ground with min-
gled feelings of hope for us and exualtation among them-
selves, We belleve that our fathers, husbands, brothers
and sons are quite as chivalrous and progressive as their
own ;and we helieve they will prove tlmt our faith in themin

is woll fnumlml when the ballots are counted after election,

and that weshall find ourselves invited to stand with llu-m,

upon the broad platform of freedom, equality and justice

now . jointly oceupied by tlu-msel\cs and the men and
women of Washington TerrHory.
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